BISB Home School Letter: December 17th, 2021

EYFS Nursery
Dear Parents
What

an

amaaaazing end to an

amaaazing week for everyone who managed to make it to Nursery!
We had a Christmas show, a Christmas party and, of course, the highlight
of the week - a Christmas gift
from the man himself, Santa
Claus! The children were
delighted to find Santa’s
sack underneath the Xmas
tree and, after Mrs Davies had investigated to make sure there
were no chickens or dogs or cats lurking in there, we found the
presents! Don’t worry those children who had to stay home,
Santa left something in his sack for you all too!
All that is left to say is have a wonderful Christmas break and
we are sending all good wishes your way for 2022! The glitter
and sparkle may have physically been swept away but your children will still be shining in Nursery when we
come back on 10th January!
Stay safe, warm and well and see you all very soon.
Thank you
Alison Davies, Anna Nagy and Vanessa di Fine

EYFS Reception
Dear Parents,
What an outstanding end of term. Our Christmas show was a
blast! The children really enjoyed dressing up and singing all

the beautiful songs they have been practising for so long. The result was fantastic, and you can see it in the
wonderful videos posted on the school’s Flickr account. I hope you enjoy watching them.
This week was all about Christmas of course, and, despite not having
as many children as usual, we carried on making crafts, colouring
festive drawings, singing songs and last but not least, playing and
having lots of fun.
In Literacy we introduced the letter sound ‘qu’ as in ‘queen’ and
‘quilt’ and we played games on the interactive board in which the
children had to guess the beginning and ending sound of cvc words.
In Maths we enjoyed ourselves working with patterns and 2D shapes.
All of the activities done involved something related to Christmas:
presents, food, decorations, reindeer.
We had a very long PE session on Thursday in which we played group games like
‘Crocodiles in the river’ and ‘The fishing net’ with instructions and rules to follow
and then we also played with some PE material, including footballs, hoops and
cones.
To celebrate the end of term we had a dancing party in class, watched some short
Christmas films and the children had some chips and apple juice as a treat.
We would like to wish you all a lovely holiday. Enjoy
your time at home with your children, play board
games, make puzzles, cook and bake, eat nice things
and above all, have a good rest. We will see you all
back in January.
Mrs. van Wassenhove and
receptionteacher@telenet.be

Mrs.

Julaton

KS1 Year 1
Dear Parents,
It’s been our last week of school in 2021 and we have had a lovely time. The
children have enjoyed the Christmas themed activities and, at last, the glitter
came out! The children listened to the story of the birth of Jesus, showing
interest and understanding. They also did
some short-burst descriptive writing to
accompany some festive photographs. We
took the opportunity to consolidate some
number work such as addition and
subtraction. On our final day, we filmed a
small selection of songs and scenes from our
winter production, and this will be made available for you to watch very
shortly. We aim to perform and film the show in its entirety sometime in early
January. There was also a little party to celebrate the festive season and all
of our hard work and achievements this year. Food, music, dancing, laughter
and wonderful company – what a lovely way to end the Autumn Term.

Have a wonderful winter break and a healthy start to 2022,
Miss Corrigan and Mrs. Bandaru year1teacher@telenet.be

KS1 Year 2
Dear Parents,
It has been a quiet week in Year 2, but the children who were in
school worked hard as well as enjoying some pre-holiday
seasonal activities. We wrote a story about a Christmas picture
and completed a series of maths problems, to solve a Christmas
mystery. We threaded beads, and used scissors, glue and glitter,
to make Christmas decorations and cards. We listened to some
seasonal stories. Friday, the last day of term, was given over to
our mini-performance of the show, and our end of term party
(with some healthy snacks).
The children have brought home some extra reading books for the holiday. Please also make as much use as
possible of all the reading material you have at home, and of the ebooks on Oxford Owl
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/login?active-tab=students
You can log in as a student, using the username Year2BISB and the password: BISB
With great sadness, we said our au revoirs to dear Mme Scharf, who will be very much missed by all the
children (and teachers).
We wish you a very happy holiday, with fun and laughter, and we look forward to seeing the children again
in January.
Mrs. Read and Mrs. Tolentino year2teacher@telenet.be

Music - Acorn Building:
Years 1 & 2

The Year 2s enjoying their
music lesson…

This week in music we talked about the Four Seasons Concertos by the Italian composer Antonio Vivaldi,
focusing on the Winter season. Vivaldi gives musical expression to each season through the sound of the
string instruments. In the Winter concerto we could hear the music of frozen
landscapes, warm winter fires and chattering teeth.
Winter (first movement): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzLOi3fcFc8
We also learned the song “Frosty the Snowman” and we played the body
percussion game with the song "Sleigh Ride".
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUCyou_Jy24

KS2 Year 3
Dear Parents,
It was a shame that we had to
spend the last week of the
Christmas term at home, doing
online classes instead of having a
fabulous time in school immersed
in all sorts of seasonal goings-on. It
is very difficult to replicate on
Zoom the unique atmosphere of
what is usually a week-long Santa’s
workshop! Nevertheless, by using
topical texts, puzzles and games, I
hope we managed to keep some of
the Christmas spirit alive.
We took the opportunity to revise some aspects of grammar and punctuation which lend themselves to quiztype activities: speech marks, word families and the use of ‘a’ or ‘an’. We shared the reading aloud of three
reading comprehensions – one fiction, one non-fiction and one poem. In Maths, again we used the time to
revise, covering addition and subtraction strategies, division with remainders, and fractions.
Other subjects were covered via ‘home study’: a range of resources were provided to enable
the children to cover or revise as much of this term’s Science, History and Geography topics
(Light, the Shang Dynasty, plus an option to investigate the Great Wall of China) as they
wished or were able.
Finally, we managed to complete our seasonal story ‘A Christmas Carol’, and we rounded
off the week and the term with a number of seasonal quizzes and a sing-along session of
the usual favourite Christmas songs.

Wishing you all a happy, safe and relaxing Christmas holiday,
Patrick Tranter and Naomi Irakoze

year3teacher@telenet.be

Year 4
Dear Parents,
This week we went online which was
tough for the last week of term before
Christmas but nevertheless we made
the best of it and the children were
positive, present and engaged on zoom
throughout the week. We enjoyed
finishing off our electricity topic by
exploring how static electricity works.
We did some experiments on zoom with
balloons and some people managed to
get an enough static on their hair to
make it stand on end or even stick to a
wall! We also did a lesson on drawing
circuit diagrams and we learned how to
draw the symbols for the main components we had used in our circuits in school, such as cell, buzzer, lamp
and open and closed switches.
In Maths we revised key concepts from the term such as finding the difference between numbers by counting
up, how to find fractions of quantities and we also spent a bit of time going over equivalent fractions and
how to find a fraction in its simplest form. We did a bit of problem solving with having a go at ‘pentagon
sums’ and we explored the method of dividing large numbers by 5 by doubling them and then dividing by
10.
In Literacy we started off by doing the big Mrs C spelling kahoot quiz which was 30 questions, all based on
our Mrs C spelling work this term. The children had to identify the odd one out of a set of words for
pronunciation, decide if some statements about spelling were true or false, select the correct spelling for
some of our more challenging words from the autumn term, decide if example words could be a synonym
for a given word, such as whether ‘vintage’ could be a synonym for old, and decide which string of words
was in the correct alphabetical order when the first few letters were the same. Tricky but fun congratulations to Kecia, our Mrs C spelling champion for the Autumn term! We did some group reading in
half-class groups and had a go at a very challenging but interesting online poetry book by Lewis Carroll which
included the poem ‘The Jabberwocky’. We had fun identifying rhyme and alliteration and discussing what
the meaning of the nonsense words could be.
We then explored some clips of ‘The Grinch’ in relation to a framework of visual literacy, discussing the effect
of camera angles on the viewer, what the main themes portrayed in the film were, considered how music
was used to create suspense, described the setting and tried to
identify at least one quote that could be taken from the film and
applied to life more generally. Finally we finished off the week with
Fun Friday on zoom. We did some Grinch-related drawing tasks, had
some dancing fun and enjoyed a Christmas-themed kahoot quiz.

Happy holidays everyone, I hope to see you for the new term in January.
Kind Regards,
Camilla Rutayisire
Year4teacher@telenet.be

Year 5
Dear Parents,
It was great (and also a big
contrast) to be back to full
strength and full in Y5 again.
We enjoyed finishing Paperman
and several children were
treated to the end of the cartoon
after
being
patient
and
restrained in waiting to see it.
They have done some super
writing and the vocabulary and grammar learning has been second-to-none!
Elsewhere, the children were extremely busy producing beautiful artwork for Madame Scharf’s lovely
farewell gift.
And of course, we went out. And excellent weather we had. The girls, Abhih and Nevaan did really well in
finding all of Santa’s toys lost in Josaphat Park and the whole class enjoyed playing ice hockey at the
Cinquantenaire (albeit without ice or skates).
By the time you read this, the children will have returned to and skied down the side of Josaphat, crosscountry skied across it (hitting targets on the way) and been down the hair-raising Brussels Cresta Run.
But above all, the children will have enjoyed the hot chocolate and
cinnamon bun refreshments!!
And that was our week.
Best wishes, Tim Stedman & Mrs Tolentino year5teacher@telenet.be
Talk Topic: If you were visited by Scrooge’s 3 ghosts, what would they
show you about your past, present and future?

Year 6
Dear Parents,
Very happy and relieved to be back in our classroom for the final week of term.
Although not quite the same without Years 3 & 4, we enjoyed festive activities in the
park with lashings of hot chocolate and cinnamon buns. We had a hilarious time at the

NATO pool playing Christmas themed water games;
constructing sleighs out of noodles and floats; elf races
bouncing on boards and creating Christmas decorations
both individually and in groups.
As our studies of Noor Inayat Khan and Virginia Hall are
nearly completed, we watched ‘A Call to Spy’.
SOE recruited ‘Virginia Hall, an ambitious American with a
wooden leg, and Noor Inayat Khan, a Muslim pacifist.
Together, these women help to undermine the Nazi regime in France, leaving an
unmistakable legacy in their wake.’
One only has to read the press and listen to the media to realise that many people think that teaching is
about picking up a textbook and completing the next page, and education is or should be limited to ‘reading,
writing and arithmetic’. So it was uplifting to read the following passage about Virginia, (in your child’s
Christmas reading book – ‘The Lady is a Spy’ - page 9).
‘She was smart with broad intellectual interests; she had an interest in, and skill with, European languages,
history and culture; she was observant, she exhibited leadership; she was self-confident; she had courage;
she was willing to take risks but without being reckless or irresponsible; she was focused and determined;
she demonstrated an ability to play different roles convincingly; she had a love of the outdoors; and she was
athletic. Virginia would draw on these and other attributes for the rest of her life.’
These qualities and interests are very much at the heart of skills and characteristics we aspire to develop in
our pupils at BISB: fantastic Fridays, productions, residentials, sport including kayaking, swimming,
adventure training, drama and so much more are all designed to equip our pupils with life-skills for the
future.
I wish you all a safe, relaxing and happy Christmas wherever you are.
Best wishes,
Beverley Tranter

Music KS2 - Oak Building with Miss di Fine
KS2: This week we talked about the Nutcracker ballet by the Russian composer P.I.Tchaikovsky, focusing on
one of his dances called the “Tripak dance” or “Russian dance”.
(Year 3 and 4) We listened to it with a listening map, we practised the rhythm with body percussion and we
played the rhythmical patterns at home with
simple objects to tap with, like a cup or pencil.
We also performed the Tritsch Tratsch Polka by
the Austrian composer Johann Strauss.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCSkFl6RSQ
Year 5 and 6 performed their Christmas songs on
their recorders.

French - Oak Building
Year 5
In French with Madame Halvorsen, we had
a great week enjoying creating Christmas
crafts, tracking and matching the different
activities of ‘Qu’est-ce qu’il fait le Père
Noël? (What is Santa doing?) We also
discussed ‘La fête de Noël en Belgique’
(Christmas in Belgium)where we talked
about Noël en famille et le repas de Noël
(the Christmas meal) and explored Belgian
family traditions, what they eat and drink
and we discovered words such as ‘les
huîtres, Le saumon fumé, la dinde aux
marrons, la bûche de Noël etc. We had an
exciting week which we concluded singing
our favourite ‘chansons de Noël’ (Vive le
vent, Petit Papa Noël, Le Père Noël frappe
à la porte and many more..).
Year 6
It was really lovely to see most of the students back, eager and ready to take on the week!
We spent our week preparing for ‘la
fête de Noël’, starting with our class
project ‘ma lettre au Père Noël’,
where the children gave their very
best and came up with brilliant, fun
and witty letters making sure that
Santa will be generous with them
this year!

Then we went on talking about ‘comment on fête la Noël en Belgique? It was really fun to talk about certain
things we eat for ‘l’entrée,le plat prinicipal, or le dessert. We also learned how to say ‘le réveillon de Noël
and le réveillon du nouvel an’ (Christmas Eve or New Year’s Eve’)which let us to talk about ‘les rois
mages’, la crèche de Noël and the origin of the ‘sapin de Noël’ and where it started. We concluded the
week with an exciting and challenging Kahoot game. They loved it!

