BISB Home School Letter: January 14th 2022

All aboard
the

EYFS Nursery

caterpillar!

Dear Parents
HAPPY NEW YEAR to all and welcome back after the Christmas break, which seems like a long time ago
already! Your children have returned full of fun, energy and excitement, ready to leap into the Spring term
and all that it may bring. Our new topic for the first half of the term is called “Big Cook, Little Cook” and, as
the title suggests, is all about cooking, and, in true Nursery style it will embrace all of the other elements,
however big or small, that are linked to this subject.
The majority of this week has been spent letting the children re-settle into the
Nursery environment after a number of weeks away, as it can take a little while
to become reacquainted with coming to school and all that entails. However, we
have already introduced the idea of the new topic and we had a very good circle
time discussion asking each child what they thought the title could mean. The
answers ranged from making a big cake for a giant, to making a teeny biscuit for
a mouse! We finally managed to get around to discussing and defining such
things as recipes, ingredients and utensils and decided we were all going to like
this topic a lot. We also chatted about how good hygiene plays a very big part in
our cooking skills set! Of course, the teacher-led discussions will bring in other details of the topic, such as
different food sources around the world, how we produce food and how we transport it to a variety of places.
It is going to be an interesting and exciting few weeks but most of all fun, so watch this space!
The activity in your little one’s home school book this week is a
child-led drawing representing something they liked doing
during the Xmas holiday. This was primarily used as a language
activity with the children describing verbally what they enjoyed
the most about their holiday. The teacher interceded with
prompts and a range of English vocabulary to help with sentence
structure and back and forth conversation. Please use the
drawing as a talking tool at home and listen to your child tell you
about the different elements of the picture they have made, this is a fabulous way of building and enriching
language. You can do this in English or your home language.
Thankfully, we did manage to get outside for some much-needed fresh air this week,
albeit quite chilly air, which leads onto our first reminder; if your child cannot manage
to put gloves on by themselves, please provide them with a pair of mittens without
finger holes, instead and ones that fit their hands snuggly. We appreciate children
need some growing room, but if the mittens are big enough for an adult-sized hand,
then they are just too big and become more of a hindrance than a help, as they fall
off every time your child tries to grip onto something.
The second reminder is, please take any loose pieces of work out of your child’s HSB
folder and keep them at home, any work not stuck in the book is yours to keep now.

Last but not least, please join us in warmly welcoming Anush and his parents to BISB
and our morning session and, of course, to life in Belgium.
Until next week, wrap up warm and go out and enjoy some crisp winter sunshine,
you can also think about and discuss our talk topic which is; “ What is the difference
between an ingredient and a recipe?”
Thank you
Alison Davies, Anna Nagy & Vanessa diFine nurseryteacher@telenet.be

EYFS Reception
Dear Parents,
Wishing everyone best wishes for a healthy and happy 2022! Reception came back this week full of energy
and enthusiasm for learning. We were all happy to see one another again after the break!
We started this week by inviting the children to tell us about all the activities they got up to during the winter
holidays. They then drew pictures of the highlights of their holiday and described in detail what they had
drawn.
In Literacy the children revised all the letters and sounds that they had learned so far. We played the game
‘Pass the Bag’ where children chose a CVC word and read it aloud, blending the sounds they saw to make
the word. Following this, we also completed an I-Spy reading activity, which you can read and review with
them in the home school book. Please have another go at reading the short words and finding the correct
picture at home – this is great practice for the reading they are doing in school too!
This week in Maths we have been looking at teen numbers, with emphasis on recognising that all teen
numbers start with a number one. We played a group game recognising and finding a teen number on a
number line. We played a dance game in which we all wrote teen numbers in the air with our hands. We
made teen numbers using sparkly playdoh and we created towers of teen numbers by counting the correct
number of cubes. We also wrote teen numbers in shaving foam which was lots of messy fun! Finally, we
completed a page of our Maths workbook by counting and writing the correct teen number next to the
pictures. We have been very busy!
In P.E. this week we all enjoyed completing circuits of balancing, throwing and catching, kicking and rolling.
The children loved the game of ice-tag.
Our Art lessons this week focused on winter scenes. We used techniques of collage and printing with
cardboard tubes as well as finger printing to create beautiful winter pictures. We all loved this sensory
activity and produced some beautiful pieces.
Talk Topic: What can I do now that I couldn’t do in September?
Please discuss with your child how they have grown and developed since September and talk about all the
things that they can do now that they couldn’t do before, for example counting up in teen numbers, reading
short CVC words, putting on their coat independently and changing their own shoes without help. It is
amazing to think of all the things your child can do independently now!
Have a lovely weekend!
Mrs Julaton and Miss Bird receptionteacher@telenet.be

KS1 Year 1
Dear Parents,
Isn’t it lovely to be back at school? It has been so nice to see everyone again after the slightly extended
Winter break. The children were bursting to share their news when they returned on Monday, and we very
much enjoyed listening to their adventures. The first week back was extra special because, at long last, we
were able to go to the theatre to film our winter production ‘Eddie and the Penguins Save the World!’. It
was a wonderful afternoon for the children, who were able to experience performing on a stage, most of
them for the very first time. We look forward to sharing the link to the video with you very soon.

Are we nearly there yet?

Looking at the
stage from the
seats

LITERACY
We read five traditional tales this week as preparation for our chosen text for next week. These were: Little
Red Riding Hood, Hansel and Gretel, Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk and Goldilocks and the Three Bears.
The children enjoyed them so much! The main purpose was to familiarise ourselves with the characters and
events, whilst developing reading and writing skills. We enjoyed discussing why characters behaved in
particular ways and even attempted to ‘be’ them through role play and writing in thought bubbles.

Jack and the Beanstalk
charades.
Which character and which
part of the story?

MATHS
This week we have compared and ordered numbers and have handled money. We learnt to recognise coins
and know values. It was very interesting to ask the children what they thought they could buy with different
coins! We began to make amounts in pence and, in addition, make amounts using the fewest coins as
possible. As adults who do this automatically, sometimes we forget how much Maths is involved in this task
and, although this was sometimes challenging for the children, I was so proud of how they persevered.

How much?!

PE
We begun a unit of work on Circuit Training and lesson 1 was all about developing balance and co-ordination
when moving round or over an obstacle. For our warm-up, we enjoyed playing a new game, Scarecrow Tag
and an old favourite, The Bean Game!
TALK TOPIC: How much money has mum or dad got in their pocket / purse / wallet right now? Have you
got any money? What could you buy?
Have a wonderful weekend!
Miss Corrigan and Mrs. Bandaru year1teacher@telenet.be

KS1 Year 2

Nearly ready for the
performance as we find

Dear Parents,

our places on the stage

We are enormously proud of all the Year 2 children and their
performances in our production of ‘Eddie the Penguin Saves the
World’. Their hard work with the practices and preparation paid off, and the show was a great success. I am
sure you will be delighted to watch the video once we have it ready. You can already see some of the photos
on the Year 2 Edmodo page.
It is lovely to see the children back in school after the holiday, and to hear about
all their activities at home and out and about. This term, our new topic is Living
Things and their Habitats.
In our Literacy sessions this week, we began a study of a particular type of non-fiction text: a nonchronological report. We read a report about tigers, and we analysed the structure of the report,
looking at the key features (title, sub-heading etc.). We will write a similar text together, based on cheetahs,
and the children will then go on to write their own report, taking care to include the key features.
We also began our investigative spelling sessions, using 10 minutes to
explore a concept in spelling (eg. testing a hypothesis about the most
common way to spell a certain sound). The children enjoyed this active
and empowering approach to learning spelling.
In our Maths lessons this week, we revised the concept
of place value in 2- and now 3- digit numbers. We also revised adding and subtracting 10
and then 11 mentally, and looked at multiples of 2, 5 and 10.

We have noticed that some games that are being played in the playground involve acting out scenes from
some violent tv shows and films. The games often end up being upsetting for all the children and it might be
a good idea to make sure that your child is only watching material suitable for their age. It is possible to
check the age rating for films on https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ or on https://imdb.com/
Please try to find time to talk with your child about our Talk topic this week: how is it good to try something
that makes you feel nervous?

We wish you a very happy weekend!
Mrs Read and Mrs. Tolentino year2teacher@telenet.be

Music - Acorn Building: Reception, Years 1 & 2
Reception: This week we learned about weight and length by singing a song
called “An Elephant Is Heavy” from The Niki Davies Book of Marvellous Maths
Songs. We played the tambourine game and we learned about the beat and
the rhythm. We also practiced the “stop and go” technique by playing out our
percussion instruments. This helped us to understand that sometimes music
can be silent too!

Years 1 and 2:
It was a very busy week in music. We started our new topic “The orchestra” , learning more about it and
listening to it playing with so many different instruments and classical pieces! We are also learning a
French song called “ La gamme de Do” (The C Scale) which helps us to learn the name of the notes in
music.
Last but not least, we finally managed to perform all our winter show’s songs at the theatre from the play
“Eddie the Penguin Save the World”. It was a wonderful experience and the children were just amazing!

KS2 Year 3
Dear Parents,
It was super to see everyone back at school this week,
after a somewhat disjointed end to last term. We have
started the new term with lots of energy and lots of new
projects.
Beginning with Literacy, we opened our new book ‘EarthShattering Events’ and browsed quickly through its
contents – earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis, tornadoes
and much more, all with plenty of child-friendly explanations and illustrations. We will be basing this term’s
non-fiction writing project on the ‘Earthquakes’ section of this book. We spent some time familiarising
ourselves also with Mrs C’s method for non-fiction. Our group reading text was a fictional diary entry, with
a set of accompanying inference questions. We also had a session on the structural features of poems and
non-fiction texts, and in grammar, we looked at adverbs (again!) and the spelling rules for adding suffixes
(-en, -er, -ing) to words with stressed or unstressed first syllables.
In Maths, we managed to catch up and complete the assessments held over from the end of last term – we
had covered the last classwork during our online sessions, so we just needed a quick revision period and we
were ready. Once that was complete, we were able to start the next teaching block – place value,
ordering/comparing, addition and subtraction of 3-digit numbers.
This term’s Science (rocks, soil and fossils) and Topic (World Wonders
(man-made and natural)) themes will sit well together. In Science, we
began by studying the three main types of rocks, and how they are each
formed. The children had a large variety of rock samples to examine, sort
and compare. In Topic, we looked at the Seven Ancient Wonders of the
World, placing each one on the map, then finding out where, when and
why each one was built. In the following art session, the children each
selected one ‘wonder’ fact sheet to complete, then practised pencil
drawing, trying to copy either the Lighthouse of Alexandria or the Temple
of Artemis.
For the next 10 weeks, Year 3 will be having PE with Mrs Rutayisire – this week they began a set of lessons
on indoor gymnastics, learning some of the basic movements (pike, tuck and straddle). The new French
teacher, Mme Ilhan, will start next Monday, replacing Mme Scharf.
Maths online homework for next week is ‘Rainy Daze 3.12’ – adding any two 2-digit numbers. Talk topic is
‘Why do you think the seven ancient wonders of the world were all in a fairly small area of Europe, the
Middle-East and North Africa?’
Enjoy the weekend,
Patrick Tranter and Naomi Irakoze
year3teacher@telenet.be
Talk Topic:
‘Why do you think the seven ancient wonders of the world were all in a fairly
small area of Europe, the Middle-East and North Africa?’

Year 4
Dear Parents,
It was lovely to be back together in the classroom and we’ve had an amazingly
busy week! Well done to everyone for remembering your swimming gear on
Wednesday, Mrs Tranter said that it was a good first outing to the pool,
particularly as it has been quite some time since we last had the opportunity to
go swimming. Just one thing, if your child wears earrings they need to be
removed on Wednesdays for safety reasons as they can get caught on clothing
when getting changed and cause damage to the pump in the pool if they come
out in the water.
We started our new topic on Scandinavia this week which has been fun.
We did a little geography lesson to find out which countries are widely
considered to be in this region, and we located them on a map and
located the capital cities and other important cities of note. We had a
mind-mapping session to come up with as many ideas linked to
Scandinavia as we could and it was a lot! In our art lesson we found out
about the Norwegian artist Edvard Munch and his iconic painting ‘The
Scream.’ We discussed what might have led him to paint such as
haunting scene and found out about the ghostly stories he listened to at bedtime which may have played a
role! We then had a go at recreating ‘The Scream’ ourselves using oil pastels.
In Maths we reviewed everything we learned from last term including fractions and
equivalent fractions, converting fractions into decimals, rounding to the nearest 10,
100 and 1000, measuring capacity and weight and methods of multiplication, division,
addition and subtraction. We did our end of autumn term assessment and the
children did well, showing a good grasp of the content covered so we are ready to go
with the spring term now!
In our spelling lessons we did another ‘go grapheme grafters’
session. The children are definitely getting better at spotting
spelling patterns and paying attention to detail with spelling.
We sorted ‘ou’ words according to whether they were pronounced like the word
‘cloud’ or like ‘u’ as in the word ‘young’. In Literacy we also looked into ‘fronted
adverbials,’ where the adverb or adverbial phrase comes at the beginning of the
sentence before the verb it describes. We then had a go at writing some of our own
sentences using fronted adverbials.
Kind Regards,
Camilla Rutayisire year4teacher@telenet.be

Year 5
Dear Parents,
Monday hit us hard like a sledgehammer: Arctic weather, helter-skelter busyness,
back to a full complement and all batteries recharged but a rather disappointing

Science test to end our Forces unit. One or two put in a good showing but overall points were dropped for
many misconceptions. Next week, we shall paw over the paper and the answers.
This wasn’t a flair reflection on the week, though. Numeracy Speed test times were beaten, there were some
great spelling improvements, some superb multiplication and division AND, the highlight - outstanding
results in the weekly test in French. Here, the children outdid themselves and it really must be mentioned
that the 2 children new to the class and the language absolutely smashed it!
The biggest buzz, however, was created by our new topic, Science Fiction – principally, Space! The children
will broadcast a sci-fi radio programme, make a moon buggy and explore the outer galaxy (and the genre).
And the class know it and are cock-a-hoop about it. Indeed, several know infinitely more than me already.
It’s a little embarrassing but I, of course, have seen Bladerunner and none of these children ever seem to
have watched Star Wars so we could be even!?!
This week, we wrote a poem about underpant-stealing aliens, scribed an Ode to planet Earth, researched
the planets of our Solar System and started work on a virtual model of it with moving sprites.
We used a communication game to learn the distances of planets from the sun and their respective sizes.
The class sucked it all up with great energy.
So much, that the heat from the classroom will thaw
anything outside that the winter throws at us.
Talk Topic: What’s your favourite planet and why?
Plenty to come!
And that was our week.
Have a good weekend.
Best wishes,
Tim Stedman year5teacher@telenet.be

Year 6
Dear Parents,
Congratulations to year 6 pupils for completing the GCSE Foundation
95 topic challenge! It is going to take me some time to look through
all their work, but it was obvious from our trigonometry lesson, that
an incredible amount of study had been happening during the holiday.
We studied sine, cosine and tangent and their use in right-angled triangles and
used trigonometric functions to calculate the lengths of sides using scientific
calculators. I took the opportunity to show them a video clip about how I used
to have work the answers out using a slide rule - I shall bring in my slide rule
next week for them to try!

The Abacus maths test went well, those pupils who need to revisit specific topics have been told what they
need to do.
‘What History Do You Carry with You?’ is the title of our project with The House of
European History (HEH), and an international school in Alicante. On Wednesday, we
spent 60 minutes in a webinar, learning about the HEH, including a virtual tour with a
particular focus on how the HEH exhibits the Second World War and the Holocaust.
We then studied, in detail, The Joseph Coat, which I shall ask your child to explain to
you. We now have two weeks to create, using objects, photos and messages about
challenging times which we have faced, our own ‘Joseph’ coat before the next webinar
on Holocaust Memorial Day, 27th January.
Our class reading book this term is the ‘Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ – an age-appropriate introduction to the
Holocaust. We have reached the end of chapter 4, and Bruno (the camp commandant’s son) looks out of his
bedroom window (which should have been boarded up) to see ‘… the small boys, the big boys, the fathers,
the uncles…were all wearing the same clothes as each other: a pair of grey striped pyjamas with a grey
striped cap on their heads’. Inspired by artwork from Thomas Geve, pupils have been tasked with painting
the view from Bruno’s window.

https://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/art-liberation/geve.asp
Talk Topic: ‘The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.’ Edmund Burke
Happy weekend.
Best wishes,
Beverley Tranter

Music - Oak Building: Years 3 & 4 with Miss di Fine
This week we travelled to the Scottish Islands by listening to ‘The Hebrides,’ Felix Mendelssohn’s concert
overture. Mendelssohn wrote this composition after an excursion to the Scottish island of Staffa, with its
basalt sea cave known as Fingal's Cave (1829). The B minor work became
part of the standard orchestral repertoire and retains this position to the
present day. Here you can watch and listen to the composition:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVhmZUdETDo
We also practised our recorders and
played some rhythmical online
games.

Year 5 and 6:
This week we discovered the very complex and unlimited world of the
Romantic composer Gustav Mahler. We listened and analysed his famous
classical piece “Das Lied von der Erde” ("The Song of the Earth") , an orchestral
song cycle based on six Chinese poems. The composition reflects the most
painful period of Mahler’s life, and the songs address themes such as those of
living, parting and salvation. Here you can listen and watch the orchestra
playing it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Npy4gjZ81F0
We practised our recorders and we listened to a French song called “ Touche
pas ma planete” by Dominique Dimey.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ST5p7uaZqBo

French - Oak Building
Year 3:
In French we had fun reading and making sense of the story of ‘Boucle d’or’ (or
Goldilocks), realising that it’s possible, and fun, to work out a story even if we don’t
know every single word – French detectives in the making! We also had a go at
telling bits of the story and introducing the characters in our own words. Once we
got started, we found that we could use lots of expressions and vocabulary that
we already know to tell a very good story. We then revised ‘J’ai faim’ (like Goldilocks!) and added a whole
list of foods to the ones we already know, using the new vocabulary to ask and answer questions about what
we like, don’t like, love and hate when it comes to food. The accents were great, the effort and enthusiasm
were fantastic from everyone and there were some amazing feats of memory too! Well done Year 3s
!
Year 4:
In French with Madame Halvorsen, we had a fun week immersing ourselves in the magic of ‘L’hiver’ (winter)
and a reminder of our Christmas celebration. We added many word vocabulary related to ‘ma garde robe
d’hiver’ (my winter wardrobe) and we learned new words such as le cache-oreilles, le cache-cou, les
mitaines, la salopette, la tuque or le bonnet. We also learned many words related to ‘la saison hivernale’
such asLa planche à neige, une bataille de boules de neige, la pelle, glisser, skier, patiner, le bonhomme de

neige etc.. Then we split the class into three teams and we had a vocabulary marathon test which was really
fun and effective in engaging everyone’s participation.
Year 5:
In French with Madame Halvorsen, we talked about ‘les endroits ou lieux en ville’
(Places in town). We explored many different places and saw which ones were
masculine and feminine using les articles définis la, le and l’. We also discovered
tricky places such as: la librairie and la bibliothèque and new words such as la gare,
la poste, la boulangerie etc. Then, we went over the irregular verb ‘Aller’ with the
combined preposition ‘à’ and the definite article. We had interactive group activities
using Aller with the combined preposition and definite article. Then, we followed up
with a test on the topic and the test results were simply outstanding!

Year 6:
In French with Madame Halvorsen, we had a very animated week learning a new past tense ‘Le Passé Récent’
using ‘venir de’ in order to express something that you have just done. It was impressive to see how quickly
they were able to embark on it and start using it. After which, we reviewed ‘l’heure (the time) ‘Quelle heure
est-il? And the use of Avoir with the special idiomatic expressions that make it change meaning to ‘to be’.
Then, they were tasked with reading a fun short story and then they had to come up with a ‘title’ for the
story which showed us how exciting and impressive their imagination and use of the French language can
be; and in turn, it allowed us to talk about the differences between formal French and casual French.

