
 

 

 

 

 

EYFS Nursery   

Dear Parents, 

This week has been all about Chinese 

New Year and the animal that 

represents 2022 “The Tiger.” What an exciting week we have 

had discovering all sorts of amazing facts about China, the New 

Year celebrations and of course tigers! To get a better flavour 

of and share Chinese New Year with your little one take a look 

at the following link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8ssHXZ9_qU 

Our main story of the week was all about a tiger called Augustus who had lost his smile and went on some 

very big adventures to find it again, until he saw his face reflected in a cool blue puddle of water and realised 

he hadn’t lost it at all…. stories are a fabulous way of helping your child to engage with an array of subjects. 

Books introduce children to wonderful ideas, places and creatures they have never come across before, 

stories give children the chance to learn more about life, and themselves. They enable your little one to 

experience different countries and traditions, telling stories can help develop an appreciation of the wider 

world and different cultures and a sense of empathy as your child is encouraged to put themselves in the 

position of the characters in the story.  

Reading together with your child helps them to express themselves and communicate their thoughts and 

feelings. When sharing stories you should actively encourage your little one to talk about how different parts 

of the story made them feel. So please keep on reading and sharing stories with your little one, in English or 

your mother tongue and just have fun delving into the world of books together. 

Music also plays a big part in helping children communicate about their thoughts and feelings and can 

enhance language development in a hands-on and fun way. During our music sessions this week Ms diFine 

encouraged the children to use their listening skills to help improve concentration, which then filters down 

into all curriculum areas in EYFS.  

We also managed a little bit of Chinese maths. Take a 

look in your child’s home school book and you will find a 

number line to 10, with the corresponding numbers 

written in Mandarin. Help your little one get creative and 

with a black pen or pencil encourage them to try and 

draw each number character in Mandarin and then write 

the English number underneath. Mr Prescott, who 

speaks Mandarin, came into Nursery and gave the 

children a demonstration of how to say the numbers. 

Check out Edmodo and have a listen and then try it 

yourself! 
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However, the biggest excitement of 

the week was on Friday when we put 

our chef’s hats back on and got down 

to some mouth-watering Chinese 

cooking. The children washed and 

chopped vegetables, added noodles, a 

dash of soy sauce and then Mrs Nagy 

took them to the very hot oven plate and fried them together in a very big 

pan called a wok! Then we did the taste test, which made for some very funny 

facial expressions ranging from yum to yuck!  But everyone tried a little, even 

if it was one single noodle! Ask your little one to describe what we tried to eat our noodles with, it wasn’t 

our hands or a knife, fork or spoon, see if they remember the name of the utensils we used!  

Next week our Big cook, Little cook, experience will take us to India and 

we will be asking for a few cooking tips, so watch this space!  

Until then, have a wonderful weekend and 

for our Talk topic just ask your child to tell 

you as many facts they can remember 

about Chinese New Year! We hope the 

fortune cookie your little one shared with 

you was full of good surprises!  

Talk topic, how many facts can you remember about Chinese New Year?  

Thank you 

Alison Davies, Anna Nagy & Vanessa di Fine   nurseryteacher@telenet.be 

 

EYFS Reception  

Dear Parents, 

Another exciting week has passed by and the children have participated in every 

single activity done in class with a lot of enthusiasm and great involvement. So, 

a big well done to everybody this week! 

Our storybooks this week were related to our 

space topic, adding some fiction and fantasy to 

the things we have been learning about space. 

The titles chosen were: ‘You can’t eat a Princess’ by Gillian Rogerson and ‘The 

way back home’ by Oliver Jeffers. 

We have continued our focus on planets, learning important facts about each 

of them, and we are in the process of creating a beautiful solar system mobile. 

It is a craft that takes several steps; therefore it is not finished yet as it involves, 

painting, colouring, cutting out and assembling all the planet cut outs. The 

children are all working hard to achieve the end result and once the mobile is ready, they will be able to take 

it home to hang wherever they choose.  
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Next week, we will learn about rockets and 

spaceships and therefore, as the Talk topic, I’d 

like the children to come up with the three 

most important things they would take in a 

rocket if they were to travel to space. 

In Literacy we have revised the digraph sounds 

learned last week (sh, ch and th) and we have 

introduced ‘ng’ like in song. We continue 

reading in class and we thank you for your 

good effort in reading at home with your children. You are very welcome to write any comments you like 

about your child’s experience reading at home in the green reading record they always have in their reading 

folder. 

In Maths we have introduced time and how to read time on a clock. To begin 

with, we talked about our daily routine both in school and at home. We 

discussed together the things we usually do in the morning before coming to 

school, at noon in school and in the evening/night at home. They all made a 

good effort to draw something that relates to each moment in the day and to 

make an oral description of their drawing. We then talked about clocks and 

how to read time. We are currently working with o’clock times and learning 

how to tell the time by looking at the position and the size of the hands on 

the clock. We used one of the children’s favourite games in PE ‘What’s the 

time Mr. Wolf?’ as a starter, and we also listened to the following song 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnpAmWrhT6o . You can play it at 

home and sing along with the children.  

One of the three prime areas of the EYFS curriculum is 

focused on the children’s personal, social and emotional 

development. These areas are of vital importance as they 

help children to build effective interactions and positive 

attitudes to themselves and others. It is an area that needs 

a lot of support from adults as we model through our 

actions what we consider to be an appropriate behaviour. 

Throughout this week we have focused on the importance 

of friendships, how to be kind to one another, how to 

respect each other’s ideas and how to develop positive 

attachments with classmates. We have had discussions all 

together as a group, in which we have talked about 

different things that happen on a daily basis in class and in 

the playground, and how these make us feel and how we 

think they affect others. We have all agreed that we need 

to refer to each other in a kind way, choosing our words appropriately and remembering that we might make 

others feel sad or lonely by ignoring them. This is a topic that we will continue working on throughout the 

year and that is addressed again across all of the year groups as the children progress through the school. It 

is therefore of the utmost importance that it is reinforced at home through family conversations.  

We wish you all a happy weekend. 

Mrs. van Wassenhove and Mrs. Julaton receptionteacher@telenet.be 
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KS1 Year 1    

Dear Parents, 

The weeks are rolling by with great pace and 

just this week we realised that we are 

approximately half way through the school 

year.  I was struck this week by how much the 

children have developed physically.  It is 

apparent in PE lessons that their agility, 

balance and coordination is improving all the 

time, but recently it has also been noticeable 

during their free play in the garden.  

They have more strength to able to 

hold onto the swinging rope, more 

of them can now hula hoop (some 

with three or four!) and the passing skills during football games have improved hugely.  This has been very 

encouraging to see.   

Please remember to sign up for Parent – Teacher Meetings.  All relevant information is posted on 

Edmodo Year 1 Class Page. 

LITERACY 

We continued with ‘The Jolly Postman’ – 

that book is the gift that keeps on giving!  

The children love to join in with the read 

a-loud and now know it so well that they 

recite it together spontaneously 

throughout the day.  This week, the 

children are making their very own 

version of ‘Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears’.  They have designed a front 

cover, written a blurb and are now 

writing the story.  They are being encouraged to 

use capital letters, full stops and wow words 

(ambitious vocabulary) in order to make the 

story more interesting.                                  

MATHS 

This week our main focus has been adding by putting the larger number first and counting on.  We have 

played ‘Counting Choirs’ where the children have to count on and back from any 2-digit numbers.  Most 

children are very confident counting on but can be a bit shaky when counting back, especially when crossing 

a tens boundary.   Lots more practice of that will come in future weeks.   

 

SCIENCE 

The children carried out an investigation and the problem posed was ‘Which gloves are the best for an 

explorer to take to a polar region?’  They discussed and decided that the gloves needed to be flexible, 

waterproof and warm.  We spent the afternoon performing simple tests to determine which pair of gloves 

Anyone for hula 

hoop lessons?  

Ready to post our 

postcards! 



was the overall winner.  It was an excellent opportunity to explore the properties of materials and use a wide 

range of scientific vocabulary.                                  

PE 

This week, the children were really working 

up a sweat and noticing the changes that 

occur to their bodies when exercising.  The 

indoor dance lesson was a firm favourite 

with lots of smiles as they bounced around 

to the music.  One of the children 

proclaimed that he felt like a rock star!  

    

TALK TOPIC: Who are the people who help to keep us healthy?  What do they do?  Do they wear special 

clothes or use equipment? 

Have a wonderful weekend!  Miss Corrigan and Mrs. Bandaru        Year1teacher@telenet.be 

 

KS1 Year 2  

Dear Parents, 
 
Year 2 have worked extremely hard this week and have been very productive. In our Literacy sessions, we 
finished our non-chronological reports on cheetahs, focusing on each key feature in turn. Next week, the 
children will write their own research on lions (or another animal of the savannah), taking care to use the 
same key features. They also wrote a short scientific text.  
 
In our spelling investigation, we learned about homophones. The question was whether homophones (i.e. 
words that sound the same but mean different things) are spelt differently. We concluded that in most cases, 
pairs of homophones are spelt differently from each other.  
 

In our maths lessons, we worked this 
week on 3D shapes. We sorted the 
shapes according to the number of 
faces, edges and vertices (corners), 
using Venn diagrams and Carroll 
diagrams. We also practised telling the 
time (to o’clock, quarter past, half past, 
quarter to) using analogue clocks. We 
matched these times on digital clocks. We also practised some quick mental 
maths, and we are very pleased to see the children applying skills and 

thinking increasingly quickly to solve problems such as 34+25, using the mental strategies that we have 
worked on.  
 
We planted peas and cress seeds as part of our study of living things and their habitats, and as a way of 
showing that living things grow. We will observe the seeds each day, to check for changes.  
 
To mark the start of Chinese New Year this week, the children followed a set of instructions to make simple 
paper lanterns. The children also enjoyed an afternoon of art and cooking with Mrs Still and Madame Ilhan.  

We like to move 

it, move it! 
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The children are beginning their computer coding lessons, in which we will use Discovery Education coding 
to write simple code to move and hide objects.  
 
We have noticed again that some playtime games are rather rough and that 
some children are feeling lonely at playtime. We are reminding the children to 
take time to consider what choices they are making, and how other people 
might feel. We are also taking time to make sure that each child knows how 
special and talented s/he is. It is always great to hear much they are 
encouraged and praised at home too.  
 
If you have not yet let me know what time you would like to meet for a parent 
teacher conference in the last week of term, please see the schedule on the 
class Edmodo page, and let me know (by Edmodo message, email, or a note in 
your child’s folder). Many thanks! 
 
Our talk topic this week is: do all animals in the forest have exactly the same 
habitat?  
We wish you a very happy weekend! 
 
Mrs Read and Mrs Tolentino  year2teacher@telenet.be 

 

Music with Miss Di Fine - Acorn Building: Reception, Years 1 & 2  

Reception: The song we learned this 

week is called “One step on the Moon''. 

We sang about the man who landed first 

on the Moon, the craters and the dust 

he saw, and the footprints he left behind 

him when he walked around and placed 

the U.S.A flag! We also played the 

game” Which instrument am I playing?” 

guessing the percussion instrument name just by listening to their 

sounds. We also played our percussion instruments on the macro and micro beat.  

Years 1 & 2: This week we read and listened to the story “ Peter 

and the Wolf” by the Russian composer Sergueï Prokofiev, 

illustrated by Peter Malone. In the story we can find all the 

instruments of the orchestra playing the roles of different 

characters. We also talked about the Brass section instruments 

such as the trumpet, 

the trombone, the 

French horn and the 

tuba.  

 
 
Then we played “Pass the beanbag” game, practising the fast and 
slow beat and singing the French song  
“Au feu les pompiers”. Here you can listen to the song:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CV83vc9U_3w 
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French - Acorn Building: Reception, Years 1 & 2 with Mme. Ilhan 

Reception and Year 1: 

This week we discovered some stories about two rather mischievous 

wolves and made the most of them to talk about clothes. After putting 

the pictures of the story in the right order, we painted our wolf and his 

clothes to create an “animated show”. 

Then we played a little 

action game “Wolf, 

wolf, are you there? “ 

The aim was to move 

around the class and 

find the clothes listed 

at the right time.  

Finally, we played the “clothesline game”; each child 

had a list of clothes that they had to hang up, first 

naming the clothes and then hanging them on the line.   

 

Year 
2: 
On February 2nd, we prepared pancakes, or crêpes, to 

celebrate ‘La Chandeleur”. This is a celebration that has its 

roots in both pagan and Catholic traditions. Nowadays, we 

celebrate the day by preparing (and eating!) delicious 

crêpes, whose shape and colour remind us of the sun and 

the beautiful days to come. We also worked out all the 

action verbs that we had used to make the pancakes, and 

had a go at using them in our spoken French.   

 

 

 

KS2 Year 3 

Dear Parents,  
 
We began the week with a day in a different classroom, due to a 
maintenance problem in our usual one.  We were just next door, so it 
didn’t really affect us, and we were able to have a perfectly normal 
day.  We pressed on with our non-fiction ‘earthquakes’ text, with three 
more sentence stacks, including the use of some quite technical 
language and vocabulary concerning tectonic plates and seismic 
waves.  In our reading sessions, we continued with ‘King of the Sky’, 
learning more about pigeons – how they navigate and how they were 



used as messengers during the First World War.  In grammar, we did some more work on prepositions, in 
particular those that indicate time, such as ‘after’, ‘during’ and ‘until’. 
 
In Maths, we spent the whole week on fractions – one of the trickier maths concepts for younger children.  
We worked on equivalent fractions (e.g. one third is the same as two sixths), and placing fractions on a 0-1 
number line, by dividing the line into equal-sized pieces, such as quarters, eighths, thirds and sixths.  We 
then moved on to finding fractions of amounts, starting with unit fractions (e.g., what is one fifth of 15?), 
then progressing to more complex non-unit fractions, such as ‘what is three fifths of 15?’ 
 
As we are learning about fossils in Science, we had a session on palaeontologists, focusing on the life and 
work of Mary Anning.  We learnt about her early life, how she learnt her skills, and especially how, largely 
because she was a woman, she was given recognition for her work only after her unfortunate death at a 
relatively young age.  Using some of her discoveries as inspiration, we began a new art project based on 
fossils – we will be recreating fossil-like pictures using dry pasta shapes to represent the bones or shells. 
 
We returned to our topic this week, and looked at a few of the ‘Seven Natural Wonders’ – which include 
waterfalls, valleys, volcanoes, mountains etc, with so many connections to our Science and writing subjects 
that we have lots to discuss, explore and explain.  We will need at least another week to work through the 
list, before we can move on to the many other ‘wonders’ which failed to make any of the lists.  We have also 
started work on a large world map, on which we will place all of the ‘official’ wonders  - ancient, modern and 
natural. 

 
Online Maths homework for next week is ‘Marching 
Madness 3.14’ – calculating the perimeter of simple 
shapes.   
Talk topic for next week is ‘Would you like to be a 
palaeontologist? Why or why not?’ 
 
Enjoy the weekend, 
 
Patrick Tranter and Naomi Irakoze 
year3teacher@telenet.be 
 

 

 

Year 4   
 
Dear Parents,                                                                                                              

This week we continued with our Scandinavia topic by looking 

at Denmark. We found out some interesting facts about the 

country and had a go at learning a few words of Danish. Some 

of the words are a little tricky to pronounce! Then we had a 

go at making ‘julehjerter’ which are traditional woven heart 

baskets. Our Oak department news project progressed a little 

further this week with us watching a summary of the news this 

week and choosing our own story to look into in more depth for the Friday newsroom presentation. Many 

children are making progress towards swimming in the weekly sessions which is great to hear. 

In our spelling lessons we found words where the ‘y’ sound is pronounced /i/ for example in ‘myth’ and 

‘crystal’. We discovered that when the ‘y’ sound makes /i/ it is usually found in the middle of words and not 
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at beginning or end. We also revisited homophones, words that are pronounced the same but have different 

meaning, origin or spelling such as ‘scene’ and ‘seen’. We matched homophone pairs and described their 

differences.  

We started our new ‘Write stuff’ unit on Aaron Becker’s wordless book 

‘Journey’ this week. We began with an experience day where we practiced 

retelling the story in our words from the pictures. We discussed the link 

between colour and emotion as it is depicted in the book and we plotted the 

main character’s emotional journey along a narrative map, choosing the 

dominant colours from the scene to see 

the link with feelings. The children then 

had a go at drawing their own wordless 

picture stories. We started the sentence stacking lessons by writing 

some dialogue between the girl in the story and her busy parents. We 

moved on to using some onomatopoeia and writing a fronted 

adverbial to describe how she moved towards the red crayon when 

she discovered it.  

In Maths we focused on mental multiplication and division strategies. We looked at how to multiply and 

divide numbers by 4 by doubling and doubling again, or halving and halving again. We also revisited the 

method of multiplying by 5 by multiplying by 10 then halving the answer. We then discussed how to find 

non-unit fractions of 2-digit numbers e.g. 3/8 of 40. 

In Science we continued to discuss states of matter, this time looking specifically at the three different states 

of water and how water can change between these states through the processes of condensation, 

evaporation, freezing, melting and boiling.  

Kind Regards,  

Camilla Rutayisire      Year4teacher@telenet.be 

Talk topic: What are the Northern lights? How are they made? 

       

 

 

Year 5 

Dear Parents,  

We had another great and valuable week of learning plus we were back 

to full strength again, happy to have Kuval and Vinesh safely with us 

once more. 

In Science, we learnt about the lives of the early astronomers, 

Copernicus and Galileo and started to look more closely at the moon 

(which we will land on officially next week). 

In Literacy, we were spoilt with more great poetry and the class were absolutely thrilled to get to act out a 

short sketch. And the skit about an alien family was really funny too. The children were keen to perform it 

on this Friday’s Assembly Zoom – we’ll see if they did. 
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Aside from this, we began another Mrs Considine (Mrs C) Write Stuff Unit.  

This one is called ‘Cosmic’ and centres on a passage from the book (which groups will later 

read). Wednesday’s lesson was a so-called Experience Day and our experience was, the car 

showroom. We described what it’s like inside one, watched car adverts and then made 

word banks of all the descriptive and persuasive language the children could come up with 

from the stimuli. The children appear to be very adept with the thesaurus (thanks to last 

year) so everyone found it very easy to expand their collection of adjectives and 

superlatives! Great. They will have to use it in the forthcoming lessons.  

In Topic, we were spellbound by the Mars Pathfinder and Sojourner 

rover and all the information it has given us about the red planet. 

We examined the (very) remotely-controlled robot, learnt about 

how it got to the Martian surface in one piece and, fascinatingly, 

what the tests it carried out revealed.  

The children then went about designing their own moon machine 

(which they will make), having to think about its use, how to build it and what with.  

Numeracy, meanwhile, was such great material and by chance, happened to cover areas of weakness 

exposed by last week’s math test. So, fractions and answering word problems filled our minds: finding 

equivalents (we’re better), converting to decimals (we’re good now) and multiplying 3-digit numbers (we 

mastered our skills). 

And that was our week. 

Have a good weekend, 

Best wishes,  

Tim Stedman & Mrs Tolentino year5teacher@telenet.be 

 

Year 6  

Dear Parents,  

On Monday, we completed our evaluation forms for the ‘Joseph Coat’ 

workshop, and these have been sent to the House of European 

History.  Here is the link for the article written by the HEH Education 

Department: 

https://historia-europa.ep.eu/en/focus/what-history-do-you-carry-

you 

Tuesday was devoted to science.  Our learning objectives were: to name compounds given the elements or 

formulae; to write formular using ideas of valency and to interpret formulae in terms of the number of each 

atom.  

Using the Royal Society of Chemistry’s interactive periodic table, we watched videos of each element that 

we studied. https://www.rsc.org/periodic-table .  How we would have loved to be in the laboratory with the 

scientists!  In the afternoon, by popular demand, I performed two demonstration experiments: the flying 

teabag and (a new one) the drinking candle. After quite a few fails and discussions, we managed to find the 

Talk Topic: Think of ten things an astronaut has to learn. 
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winning formula for each experiment. The science fun continued after school, when some of the girls joined 

me for a webinar with G4G and they were thrilled when our class and school were mentioned. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/g4g-broadcast-19-balance-with-aig-tickets-

242927471607?utm_source=eventbrite&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=event_reminder&utm_ter

m=eventname# 

We continue to work through past examination papers, and this week our focus was Spelling, Grammar and 

Punctuation (SPaG). Gap analysis highlighted that we have a few topics to revisit in depth, but again, most 

errors were due to not reading questions carefully. 

Our next topic is ‘From Russia with Love’.  We shall be using ‘Prisoners of Geography – Our World  Explained 

in 12 Simple Maps’, by Tim Marshall, National Geographic Society resources and a BBC documentary with  

British Historian, Lucy Worsley. We began our first module: Reinventing Russia; focusing on Peter the Great. 

In the Oak TV studio, the techies are going to be trying out a different camera today, we have more LAMDA 

presentations, the Oak Choir will be performing as well as our news reporters delivering a round-up of the 

weekly news. This is our third week on air, and the pupils have now taken control of producing this weekly 

event – most impressive. 

Talk Topic: ‘What does ‘Prisoners of Geography’ mean?  

Happy weekend, 

Best wishes, 

Beverley Tranter 

year6teacher@telenet.be 

 

 

 

 Music - Oak Building: Miss di Fine 

KS2:   

Years 3 & 4: This week we learn to play a new melody with the 

glockenspiel from Beethoven’s Symphony N.9: “Ode to Joy”. It's a 

tune about peace: Ode to Joy represents the triumph of universal 

brotherhood against war and desperation. Indeed, Beethoven 

himself put to music a poem that praises and wishes for freedom and 

peace between all peoples. 

We continued to practise 

recorder and to perform new rhythmic 

patterns reading the music notation. We 

are also singing and practising the 

Aladdin Show songs.  
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Years 5 & 6: This week we read, listened to and talked about Beethoven’s musical world. We focused on 

the first movement of his Symphony N.6 in F Major op.68, called the 

“Pastoral Symphony”. In the composition you can listen to the power and 

the beauty of nature. The first movement is entitled “Awakening of 

cheerful feelings on arrival in the countryside”. “No one can love the 

country as much as I do. For surely woods, trees, and rocks produce the 

echo which man desires to hear,” declared Beethoven in a letter from 

1810.  

You can listen to the first movement of the symphony here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zKiDXbwdR0  

We also continued to practise the Aladdin songs and to play our recorders.  

 

 

 

French - Oak Building:  

Year 3: This week we discovered the Belgian, and very gourmet, story of 

Jean Neuhaus, the man behind the praline. 

‘In 1857, this Swiss gentleman, of Italian 

origin, moved in Belgium to open a 

pharmacy and in order to make the bitter 

medicines easier to swallow, he had the 

idea of coating them with a thin layer of chocolate. In 1912, his son Jean 

Neuhaus jr. took the idea even further and created the praline we know today. 

The praline is above all known as a 

Belgian creation, and definitely 

contributes to the international 

renown of Belgian chocolate.’ 

We obviously made the most of this lesson to taste some delicious 

chocolate pralines!  

We also continued making our bedroom models and made a real 

effort to ask for all of the materials in French. Finally, we played a 

selection of oral language games, which were great fun.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zKiDXbwdR0


Year 4:  
 
 
 
 
 

In French we learned how to use 
‘le superlatif’ with  ‘le/ la/ les/ 
plus/ moins/ meilleur….. de  to 
describe anything that tends to be 
extreme or superior, and then we 
applied it to our project  ‘La Cosmogénie’  where 
we created the most colorful, creative and brilliant 
presentations with Dieux, Déesses, Rois et Reines, 

using different things we learned and expressions that 
designate’ le superlatif’  such as ‘je suis la plus grande déesse de 
Saturne, je porte la plus belle robe,   Je suis le plus beau roi du 
soleil, Je suis le dieu du foot , je suis la  meilleure skieuse du 
monde, j’aime le chocolat chaud.  Je suis le roi du Légo et je 
joue avec les enfants.  These presentations were very helpful 
because they allowed us to review verbs, auxiliaries such as être 
& avoir, adjectives, nouns and the present tense we covered last 

year. Their presentations were so refreshing, creative, brilliant and fun!  Bravo!  

 
Year 5:                                                                                                                                                                                     

In French with Madame Halvorsen we 
learned how to give the time ‘donner 
l’heure’, ask questions  ‘Quelle heure 
est-il? and answer with different 
possibilities the same hour in two or 
more ways such as’ il est midi et quart 
or il est douze heures quinze. We then 
got ready for our fun project to talk 
about our crazy and unbelievable plans 
for the week  ‘Une Semaine Dingue’ ( a whacky week) and we had plans like ‘je vais danser avec la lune, Je 
vais skier à la plage, Je vais nager avec les crocodiles, je vais patiner dans le désert, etc.. We then continued 
talking and preparing for next week’s project ‘Les sports d’hiver’, where we described what life à la 
montagne looks like using all the vocabulary we learned, after which, we had a test with outstanding results.  

Year 6:  

In French with Madame Halvorsen, we continued 

focusing on written and oral activities with the ‘Passé 

composé, the auxiliaries être and avoir, reflexive, 

irregular, and regular verbs, but this time with a 

greater focus on expanding our oral skills and 

applying everything we do into practical situations of 

‘la vie quotidienne’. Then, we discussed the second 

part of our exciting story ‘Léo et la drôle de machine’. 

We explored new words or expressions and saw that 

some of them are used in daily conversations, such as 

‘même pas peur’!, à quoi peut bien servir..?, elle 



grignote, elle file se cacher.. And after that, we seized the opportunity to present our summaries, and used 

the idea of ‘the inverted classroom,’ where the students are encouraged to give feedback about their 

peers’ presentations. 

The History, Geography and Culture of Belgium  

The Year 4s continued with their trip around the town; our list of buildings and 
facilities is growing, and we are beginning to be able to locate them in relation 
to each other using prepositions of position – behind, next to, opposite, etc. 
We compared vocabulary in English with the corresponding French word and 
saw how easy it can be to guess the words: le stade = the stadium, la boucherie 
= the butcher, le parc = the park … en face de = opposite (face to face) – if you don’t know, then just take a 
good guess and have a try! The chances are that you will get it right and that people will understand what 

you are saying😊 
 

To fit in with our new broadcasting channel, the Year 5s watched a TV interview about 
one of the very oldest Belgian celebrations– le Carnaval de Binche, which takes place 
in February and is classified as a UNESCO ‘Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity’, attracting thousands of foreign visitors to Belgium. The 
journalist spoke quickly, interviewing local residents, many of whom had strong local 
accents, which are not always easy to understand. We looked at how to use clues 
from the film to understand what was being described and watched short clips several 

times to listen for specific words that we do already know. Each time we watched (and listened), it became 
easier to put the pieces together and to understand what was being said – a great feeling of achievement!  
 
The Year 6s set about reading a written description of the Carnaval and had 
to work together to try and unravel the text. After reading it through several 
times, they highlighted the vocabulary that they didn’t know and then used 
the context clues around the difficult words to extract the essential 
information. Pretty good guessing and some intelligent word association 
meant that they had deciphered most of the text by the end of the session!  

 

Year 3s practising the relay 

race during the Friday 

S.K.I.L.L.s day in the park, 

followed by the valiant Year 

5s! 


