BISB Home School Letter: June 25th, 2021
The British International
School of Brussels

Happy 20th
Birthday!

EYFS Nursery
Dear Parents,
We really can’t believe the end of this academic year
is just a few days away! How incredibly quickly it has
gone by and just look at your little one now; do you
remember those early days full of tears when they realised nursery wasn’t a one off visit and they had to
leave mummy and daddy at the door? They now bound in without even saying goodbye sometimes and have
blossomed in every way!
This week we have had a very busy time using our creative talents finishing
off art work and with role play, singing, dancing and a mixture of fun and
games thrown in for good measure! All of our little projects are now
completed and some of the finished works will be making their way home to
adorn your walls and fridge doors!
Please remember to bring a large waterproof bag with you at pick up time on
Monday, as although we will parcel everything together, you may need to
have something handy to protect it from the rain, should the sun disappear
again.
Our highlight of the week was of course the whole school performances on
Friday. Your children really did themselves proud at the school’s 20 years of
‘growing small acorns into mighty oaks’, birthday celebration and the “Super
Singing Nursery Sunflowers” had a ball! Some may have had quieter voices and less robust actions than
others, but everyone preformed magnificently, and thoroughly deserved the yummy treats they got to eat
afterwards, we hope the sugar high didn’t last all night! They were also transfixed
by the performances of the other classes, who were also magnificent, especially
the Oak department with their rendition of songs and dances from CATS , so a
great morning was had by all.
All that is left to say, is a heartfelt THANK YOU to all of you for being such
supportive and encouraging parents. For some of you this was the very first
experience of school for your child and for those for whom it wasn’t, lockdown last
year made it feel like it was! We hope that, like your amazing children, you have
had a year filled with great Nursery memories and the HSB which you can now
keep forever and which contains just a small reminder of some of them. We have

certainly had a lot of fun chatting at the Nursery door - even those face masks can’t prevent a good laugh at
some of the adventures that happen every day in Nursery!
Many of our little group will be starting their new adventure in Reception class next year and a few children
will return to us as part of the Nursery group, for more fun experiences with Mrs Davies, Mrs Nagy and Miss
diFine. It was such a joy getting to know all of your children a little more each day and we wish everyone an
amazing Summer, enjoying whatever you do wherever you are doing it!
Until we see you again in September stay safe, happy and eat plenty of cake and ice cream when you are out
and about!
Have a fabulous Summer break.
Thank you.
Alison Davies, Anna Nagy & Vanessa diFine nurseryteacher@telenet.be

EYFS Reception
Dear Parents,
This week has ended
in the most beautiful
way: celebrating the
school’s
20th
birthday.
The
children
enjoyed
themselves so much,
they sang their songs
with all their energy
and enthusiasm and had a blast in the afternoon dancing around, eating chips and biscuits and watching part
of a film.
This week we have been revising the things we’ve learned throughout the year. So we went through all the
letters and sounds, played maths games in which the children had to count, double and half, add or subtract,
talked about the different topics and said why we preferred one over others. It has been an intense year full
of learning and sharing, and the children have been really good at taking an active part in their learning
process both online in French and Music and in the classroom.
We had a very creative art session in which the children had to make a collage with pieces of coloured paper
that they had previously cut out. The challenge was that they had to create a drawing using those shapes
and it resulted in wonderful things like boats, rainbows, children, some animals and funny monsters.
We have also played a lot outdoors, despite the cooler temperatures and the rain, and we have managed to
have a fun PE session in which they could play with rackets, scoops and balls, and hoola hoops.
It is so nice looking through the photos taken since the beginning of the school year in September. Your
children have grown a lot, both physically and emotionally. Those young, shy faces who started off in
September are finishing next week their way through the Early Years Foundation Stage and are ready to start
their wonderful journey through Key Stage 1. We are very grateful for all the nice moments lived together
throughout the year and we are very proud of all their achievements.

We would also like to express a big and warm thank you to all of you, parents, for your support, your caring
and your involvement in your children’s education. It is very important for us teachers of young children to
have close contact with parents and to have your support, having your children’s wellbeing as our utmost
objective.
This Thursday the children took home their art folders with all the crafts and pieces of art that have been
done throughout the summer term. Beautiful masterpieces which should be hung around the house! They
were all very proud of their work.
On Friday they took all of the written work done in literacy, maths and topic and for the last time in the year,
the home school book in which you will find the lyrics to the song ‘Five little speckled frogs’. Along with this,
the children have painted kitchen towel rolls to represent a log and have practised their tracing skills on the
figure of five frogs. We then stuck these on paper straws and with them the children can have a little puppet
interpretation of the song. Enjoy it!
Have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you all
back on Monday for the very last half week in school before the
summer holidays!
Kind regards,
Mrs. van Wassenhove and Mrs. Julaton
receptionteacher@telenet.be

KS1 Year 1
Dear Parents,
Wow what fun we have had this week! On Wednesday it was
the key stage 1 (years 1 and 2) sports day and the rain stopped
just for us. We took it in turns to do some fabulous events
including the egg and spoon race, the three-legged race where
they had to work with a partner, the dressing up race (Mrs
Rutaysire’s favourite!), the bottle race, the sack race, the
beanbag distance throwing and the relay. There are some
great photos on our Edmodo page if you want to see what we
have been up to. The children are in three houses: the Owls,
the Woodpeckers and the Hares and it was the Hares that
were our Key Stage 1 Sport’s Day champions this year – congratulations!
We have also been greatly looking forward to BISB’s 20th Birthday party
today. The children did a marvelous job of learning the ‘Fly’ poem for our
celebration and they sang the three songs that we wanted to share with
great enthusiasm. We made some minibeast themed party hats ready for
the occasion and the children each made a fly to be with them when they
said the poem. We also made some ‘Happy Birthday BISB’ cards to
decorate our classroom with.
In Literacy this week we revised ordering words by alphabetical order. We reminded ourselves of the order
of the letters and then we ordered a series of seaside themed words such as ‘bucket’, ‘cliff’ and ‘ice cream’.
We also briefly discussed what you do when you have two words that start with the same letter. We wrote
a message to our new teacher to tell them a bit more about us ready for next year, which was fun, and we

revised writing a question and using question marks. We also wrote seaside senses poems to revise some
wonderful seaside themed vocabulary. In Maths we revised the names of common 2D shapes and had a go
at making a fish tangram. We discovered that although it looks easy, its actually quite difficult to do! We
learned a new word ‘parallelogram’ because it was the name of one of our seven tangram shapes.
This will be the last home school book letter I write for this year due
to the shortened week next week and I’d like to take this opportunity
to thank the parents of this group for all their support throughout this
challenging year. The children have done so well both in terms of
their academic learning and in terms of their overall development. I
will miss them all and wish them well in the next stage of their
journey.
Have a great summer, kind regards,
Camilla Rutayisire and Smita Bandaru Year1teacher@telenet.be

KS1 Year 2
Dear Parents,
What a week – with Sports Day, singing
rehearsals and the BISB 20th Birthday Party,
we have been busy bees across the school this
week!
We had a great afternoon on Wednesday,
taking part in all kinds of athletic, skillful, or just simply silly and good-fun races! We had a relay race, a sack
race, an egg and spoon race, a bean-bag throwing activity, a three-legged race, a bottle race and the silliest
of all – a dressing-up race! The children all competed in teams, earning points for first, second and third place
for their houses – the Woodpeckers, the Hares or the Owls. Everyone gave their best efforts and earned
themselves a medal for their hard work and good sportsmanship. The Hares were the house that won the
trophy, however, with the Woodpeckers coming a near second and the Owls following close behind for third
place. It was a fabulous afternoon and such fun to be together with the Year Ones, cheering them on and
finishing up with a playground dance party! You can view photographs and videos of the Sports Day on the
Year 2 school webpage!
On Friday, we celebrated the 20th birthday of BISB with an all-singing, all-dancing
festival with the whole school. The Acorn children performed various songs about
minibeasts, dressed in brightly coloured clothes and wearing their homemade
minibeast hats and the Oak children performed the musical, Cats, dressed as such! We
were very proud of the beautiful singing of all the children and once again it was
wonderful to be altogether again! We continued the celebrations with a classroom
party of cake, sweets, crisps, ice-creams and lots of dancing and party games! A video
of the performances will be ready for viewing after the weekend.
In class, we have been wrapping up all the various areas of the curriculum in one fun
project! For our Science unit, Masterchefs, this week we designed a healthy sandwich,
thinking about the different parts of vegetables we can eat. In finishing our English unit
on instruction writing, we wrote up the equipment lists, ingredient lists and step-bystep instructions on how to make our perfect, preferred, healthy sandwich, making

sure that we were writing for purpose – to engage our readers with questions, hooks and side notes in
brackets. We will make our delicious sandwiches on Monday!
In Topic, we spoke about what makes nature so special and how being in nature is good for our wellbeing
and how it makes us feel. We chose our favourite setting (meadow, beach, mountain or forest) and wrote a
diary entry about what we could see, hear and do there.
For our Art lesson this week, we created stunning botanical collages in the style of the artist, Julie Hamilton.
The children had to work together with a group to cut brightly coloured paper in botanical shapes to beautiful
effect! We used these to write thoughtful thank you cards to all the teachers that helped us to complete our
Acorn Award last week by accompanying us on the trip, visiting us after school to share our delicious dinner
or to those helpers who spent the night at school.
The children used their wonderful Secret Sky Garden homework models
during our Computing lessons to produce some hilarious stop-motion,
moving animations! We are getting very good at making short movies – do
have a go at home with a free stop motion app!
Talk Topic: What are you looking forward to in Year Three? What aspects of
school do you think will be the same? What will be different? How can you
prepare yourselves over the summer to get ready for Year Three (e.g.
packing your own bag, doing your homework independently, reading
timetables etc).
Don’t forget that it is the Water Fun Day on Tuesday 29th June, and that everyone
will need their wet water clothes!🩳🩱🌊

Gabriel Bird and Ena Tolentino year2teacher@telenet.be

French - Acorn Building: Reception, Years 1 & 2
Reception and Year 1:
In French with Madame Scharf, we dedicated another week to speaking
about holidays and all the activities we can do during this fun period. We
revised all the various means of transport and went “au parc d’attractions”
et “au parc aquatique” with Caillou. We went “à la mer et à la plage” with
Simon, where we learnt the names of sea animals. We also went “à la piscine” with Petit Ours Brun but
before we did all this, we packed a suitcase “une valise” in which we put all the necessary equipment to go
on holiday : “le maillot de bain, la crème solaire, les lunettes de soleil, la casquette, la serviette de bain, etc
etc …” and sang “Vive les vacances, on joue et on danse, on s’amuse beaucoup, comme des petits fous !”
Year 2:
In French with Madame Halvorsen, we dedicated the week to explore everything we associate with l’été
(summer) and then we embarked on our last and super fun project: Vive les vacances! We learned and
reviewed many words related to ‘la météo (the weather forecast) il y a du soleil , le ciel est bleu nature ‘le
lac’ (the lake), ‘la mer’ (the sea) animals (le dauphin, la baleine, le requin, la mouette, le cygne, le canard
etc. We also talked about what makes us happy and we had amazing individual presentations drawing,
colouring and describing our summer holidays such as : Il fait beau, il y a un château de sable, Je nage avec
les dauphins, j’aime les poissons etc.

KS2 Year 3
Dear Parents,
We have been busy this week preparing for our end-of-year show. The
children have been practising their songs (both English and French) and
there various dance moves, watched and applauded by the other
classes. Thank you for sending in their costume clothes, together with
tails, claws and ears in some cases, to go with our very feline masks. We
will be using our large-scale ‘Stephenson’s Rocket’ model as part of the
railway-themed scenery for the show – we put the finishing touches to
it, and it turned its wheels properly for the first time on Thursday. It was
then disassembled, carried carefully to the Acorn building and reassembled ready for the show. Also for the show backdrop, the children
produced some large cat cut-out figures and some advertising posters, to be displayed at the performance
venue.
The highlight of the week should have been our ‘cooking’ session, in which
we were going to make English trifle, to be eaten at the party on Friday.
However, Mr Tranter had a culinary disaster, and that white granular
powder which should have been sugar, in fact turned out to be salt! The
jelly and custard layers of the trifle were therefore ruined, and had to be
thrown away. Fortunately, we still had the whipped cream, and some
strawberries, so we were able to enjoy those as a post-lunch treat.
When not preparing for our end-of-term festivities, we were busy catching
up on a few more things. We finished our book ‘Mouse Bird Snake Wolf’,
and had some interesting discussions about it, as its ending is open to
interpretation. We did some more work on fractions, particularly on finding
tenths of multiples of 10 and of whole numbers up to 10. In art, we also
finished painting our fridge magnets – now we just have to stick on the
magnetic strip.
In computing, we completed this year’s programme – the
focus has been on learning to formulate clear, accurate and
logical instructions, in order to make objects on a screen
behave in a particular manner. To see how well we had done,
we then had a fun session giving instructions to a (human)
robot on how to make a jam sandwich. It was difficult at first
to understand that the words ‘this’, ‘that’, ‘there’ etc are not
very helpful to a robot, but eventually we managed to
produce a sandwich, although it didn’t look very appetising!
Thank you for returning all the library books – please now remember to return all reading books on Monday.
The children have been given four final homework sheets, to last until the end of term. We have sent home
exercise books – please do not send them back, they are yours to keep!
Talk topic for next week is ‘What are your plans for the summer holidays?’
Have a great weekend!
Patrick Tranter and Naomi Irakoze

year3teacher@telenet.be

Year 4
Dear Parents,
Well, here we are at the end of another academic year, one which we shall never forget! This week has been
full of excitement and anticipation for the BISB Birthday party, CATS performance and Oak Sports Day.
However, we managed to fit in some mental maths games: shape, fraction and times table Bingo, as well as
a 100-sum challenge on Thursday. It has been a pleasure teaching your children this year, and I wish you all
a relaxing, rejuvenating summer holiday, hopefully with your extended families.
Best wishes, Beverley Tranter
We found some time this week to complete the circuit models that were started as part of our electricity
unit. This gave the chance to revisit some of the basic concepts involved in electricity. The children also had
time to play a card game related to the living things unit: Endangered Animals Top Trumps. In addition, we
have been practising some key vocabulary, using the card games, and online Quizlet games, created by the
children themselves. Please encourage your child to check for new assignments on Discovery Education.
Please let me know if you need me to resend your child’s log-in details. Mrs. Read
In Literacy we finished our invitations for the Birthday Celebrations – which were beautifully done and very
creative with some impressive displays of cursive handwriting – proving that it is possible when people
concentrate!! We then turned our thoughts to poetry and discovered the joys of Haiku, a form of Japanese
poetry. Once we had looked at the formula – 3 lines of 5, 7 and 5 syllables, we worked in pairs to create
haikus on the theme of Oak trees. The advantage of these poems is that you can concentrate on the essential
words and build perfect little ‘snapshot’ pictures in words of an idea, preferably something connected to
nature. Once we had tried out Oak trees and their associated acorns, we turned to BISB and had a go at
writing special poems to encapsulate what BISB means to us all on our 20 th Birthday, with some very
successful results.
In Topic we finally managed to fit in making our healthy fruit
cereal biscuit bars – full of sugar and honey, but a great recipe
that is (relatively!) easy to make and tastes delicious. (It is
included in the newsletter after requests from the Year 2
overnight stay last week, so do have another go). We had our
own culinary disasters – although not quite on the scale of the
Year 3s
- and certain people definitely need to practise
cracking eggs … over a bowl! Others need to improve their
apple-chopping skills, and others their ability to empty
ingredients into a bowl rather than all over the table or the floor
… but a great time was had by all and the biscuits will be eaten
on Monday, as I forgot them in the fridge in the excitement of the birthday celebrations today!
I can’t believe that the time has gone so quickly, but I have thoroughly enjoyed teaching the Year 4s again
this year – they are a fantastic bunch, full of energy, ideas and enthusiasm, and have all worked and played
hard since Christmas. They have also made huge progress with their reading in particular, becoming
discerning readers, and can be really proud of themselves – great promise for further adventures, learning
and challenges next year. Thank you to all of you parents for your support and encouragement over the year,
having three teachers could have been a challenge for the children, but with their inimitable spirit and
positive attitude they have coped with it brilliantly and managed us all very well ! Mrs. Still
Beverley Tranter year6teacher@telenet.be Kate Read EALteacher@telenet.be Jane Still headteacher@bisb.org

Year 5
Dear Parents,
This week was show week and the school’s 20th
birthday celebrations. Rehearsals and preparations
were low key but the children were still seriously up
for the task. And it was wonderful to get back on
‘the stage’ together performing. We sincerely hope
that this Christmas things will be normal enough to
get a real show live at the DeLijsterbees again.
Friday’s celebration was really special. Our Y5s really shone, helped by a terrific song in Macavity and a true
passion for dance. They were brilliant. And the afternoon party and goodie hamper were their just reward.
Midweek, we assessed our knowledge of forces, finished off speed tests registering (for many) our final
personal bests and we watched the film of Wednesday Group’s last book, ‘The Water Babies’. 20 th century
films don’t often go down well with 21st century children and this was no exception, unfortunately.
The only other thing was to enter the Oak Archery Championships. And what a show that was! Wow, what
a spectacle and what a strong showing we put in too. Part II is this week. So much still to look forward to!
And that was our final full week. And this will probably be the last Home School Letter of the year. It has
been a pleasure to steer this class over the past 2 years with so many great moments and times. Sometimes
I wonder if they realise how lucky they are, but then, did we? An Irish writer once said that youth is wasted
on the young. How fascinating it will be in September with so many changes coming their way!
Good luck to everyone including - but perhaps more so - to our two starting new schools. Have a great
summer.
Best wishes,
Tim Stedman
year5teacher@telenet.be

Year 6
Dear Parents,
The end of primary school can be quite a traumatic moment; I hear the
children discussing how many more days they have left in Year 6, there have
been a few tears... The good thing is that the pupils have been kept terribly
busy, which has taken their mind off the subject.
The party planning continues, the sausage saga is sorted - some of us are
counting sausages and ice-creams in our sleep! We have not ordered a large
amount of BBQ food for the Year 6 sleepover, as we are expecting (and hoping)
for a delivery of ‘top-tiffin’!
One of the highlights of our week was the Russian play. Please take a look at the videos on Edmodo; the
children wrote and produced the mini plays without any help from me. It was such a treat, watching them
act out their learning and realising just how much they had understood about this historical period.

This is perhaps the most difficult and emotional time of the year for a Year 6 teacher. However, I am
confident that the children are now prepared for secondary school and all the exciting challenges that await
them. Notwithstanding the Covid limitations that we have had to endure this year, we have travelled on
some amazing learning journeys, enjoyed thrilling online and onsite workshops and even managed to sleep
in the Atomium… and then our residential week in magical Cornimont.
I have had the joy of a team of supportive parents, who have also survived the demands of Year 6:
‘mountains’ of homework, horrific hormones, new responsibilities, improved organisational skills and high
expectations. We made it!
TT – Year 6 – was the pain worth the gain?
Wishing you all a very happy, relaxing and enjoyable summer.
Love,
Mrs Tranter year6teacher@telenet.be

French - Oak Building:
Year 3: In French with Madame Halvorsen, we finished working on our fun and last project ‘Vive les grandes
vacances’. The children were superb describing their summer vacation project using the vocabulary we
learned such as la plage, le château de sable, le cerf-volant, la bouée, nature and animals with verb ‘Aller’
(to go) and ‘le futur proche to describe their plans for the summer holidays. They also described ‘la météo
(the weather forecast) ‘il fait beau’ and what they are going to pack and wear using the vocabulary pertaining
to our summer wardrobe: je vais porter un maillot de bain, je vais nager avec les baleines, je vais sauter
dans la piscine etc. and we wrapped up with beautiful French songs related to our summer vacation theme.
Year 4:
In French with Madame Scharf, we spent the week talking about holidays and we travelled to Paris where
we discovered facts and figures of lots of famous monuments. We watched documentaries about Paris and
the Eiffel Tower. We answered questions about them and we watched a cartoon called Mirette, a young
detective in Paris helped by her greedy cat. We drew the Eiffel Tower and rehearsed a song called “Sacré
Charlemagne” which we sang for the school’s anniversary.
Year 5: In French with Madame Halvorsen, we worked on our fun and last project ‘Vive les grandes
vacances’. The children were great describing their vacation project applying the vocabulary we learned such
as la plage, le transat, prendre un bain de soleil, le château de sable, nature and animals with the reflexive
verbs, irregular verbs and and ‘le futur proche to describe their plans for the summer holidays. They also
described ‘la météo (the weather forecast) ‘il fait beau’ and what they are going to pack and wear using the
vocabulary pertaining to our summer wardrobe: je vais porter un maillot de bain, je vais nager avec les
brassards, je dois manger des fruits etc. We also sang beautiful French songs related to our summer
vacation theme and we followed up with a Kahoot game using everything we’ve covered this week. They
were superb.
Year 6:
In French with Madame Scharf, we continued our trip to Paris ! We learnt lots of facts and figures about
many monuments in Paris by watching documentaries and answered questions about them. We also played
a game where we answered all sorts of general knowledge questions. We also answered two more specific
questions : “Dans dix ans, je …..” using the future tense and the other question was : “Pourquoi j’aime mon
école ?” We also practiced reading dates and sang “Sacré Charlemagne” all week beautifully ! We also drew
the Eiffel Tower by listening to a tutorial in French.

