
 

    

 

 

EYFS Nursery 

We have been very busy in Nursery over the last couple of weeks and your children are learning new skills 
or homing in on the skills they already have, day by day! 

The nursery topic “All about me” is well underway and we are having so much fun discovering all about 
ourselves, our likes and dislikes and our wants and wishes. Some of us are finding our voice and others are 
being encouraged to give our friends a chance to talk! The children now know the difference between, an 
outdoor voice and an indoor voice, although they may need reminding which to use in what space!  

We are also still working everyday on how to express our emotions in more appropriate ways than just 
hitting out or shouting, when we cannot have something, we want. This of course ties in with the 
‘Personal, Social and Emotional’ development area of the EYFS curriculum. Giving children the tools learn 
how to express themselves well now, is a building block for how to self-manage their personal behaviours, 
as they grow and develop. 

Peek at the HSB activity for this week, which is part of the process of first recognising and naming the 
different feelings we may have about something compared to our friend or teacher. The children were 
given a particular paper expressing one emotion, they were then shown some images of animals and 
people, expressing a variety of feelings and they had to talk about and choose the correct visuals to stick 
on their paper circle. It was great fun watching the angry faces! When asked what made them feel angry, 
one little one said Broccoli!  Remember the newsletter is only a snapshot of what we do each week in 
nursery, enjoy looking at the photographs below of some other highlights. 

                                                                                                         

Our talk topic is: How would you feel if someone took your 
favourite toy, without asking 
you, if they could play with it? 

 

Have a super weekend, despite the rain! Just put on your 
wellies and go puddle jumping! 

Alison Davies & Smita Bandaru   nurseryteacher@telenet.be 

 

A little bit of science!

 

Don’t forget to sing! 

 

BISB Home School Letter: 30 September 2022 

Everyone loves to paint!  

 
Anyone for playdough?  

 

Is there a camel on my head?  

 



EYFS Reception  

Summer is definitely over! This week has been cold in the mornings and we need to remind everybody to 
send children in appropriate coats and shoes as they go outside to play three 
times a day, even if it is raining a little bit. Thank you to all parents who have 
been practicing the ‘dip and flip’ method to help their children become 
independent in putting on their coats … now we still need more practice on 
putting on and taking off shoes, especially on putting on the right shoe on the 
right foot, sounds simple but definitely a skill to practice! ;) 

We have finally finished our feelings and emotions wall inspired by the colour 
monster story we’ve been working with for 

the past two weeks. As you can see in the photo we have put each feeling 
in a jar to help us distinguish amongst them and help us understand how 
each emotion makes us feel. The children have been awesome at 
representing their feelings with facial gestures and we’ve taken photos of 
some them to put up in our wall. 

In Art this week we have introduced the children to using watercolours. 
Autumn is definitely here and we can already spot some seasonal changes when we walk in the streets and 

the city parks. One of our storybooks this week was ‘Skip through the seasons’ in 
which we identified all the things that change around us as seasons keep going 
through the year. We ended the week colouring autumn leaves templates which 
will be used to decorate our classroom. 

In Literacy we learned the phonemes i, n, m, d and g, o, c, k. The children have 
started practicing their blending skills, putting the sounds together to read CVC 

(consonant vocal consonant) words and with the phonemes learned 
up to know there are a lot of words that can use to have a go at 
reading.  

In the home school book you’ll find a Maths worksheet as we 
continued to practice and strengthen our counting skills. Some 
children have been practising number recognition and number 
tracing and some others have been counting up to 20 and matching 
sets of objects to numerals. We also continued playing math games 
like dominoes and number bingo.  

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Uddhav: for reflecting upon his feelings and being a good and sensible friend 

Aarna: for her hard work on learning phonemes and blending them to read short words 

 

Our talk topic is: what do you like best about Autumn? 

Have a lovely weekend.    

Mrs. van Wassenhove, Mrs. Cassidy and Mrs. Julaton receptionteacher@telenet.be  

 



KS1 Year 1    

We are very pleased with how the Year 1 children have settled into their new class.  It feels like they have 
been with us forever as routines and expectations have been established.  Part of this is the morning routine 
of unpacking bags, removing coats and each child being greeted by one of their teachers for a quick ‘How 
are you today?’  This process should ensure the children have a calm start and everything is in the right place 
for when needed.  Therefore, it is very important that children are in school at about 8:50am so that learning 
can commence at 9am.  It is very disruptive when children arrive late.  We thank you for your support with 
this. 

In Literacy, we enjoyed a children’s modern classic, ‘The Rainbow Fish’ by Marcus Pfister.  The children have 
enjoyed using stick puppets to retell the story, thinking about the sequence of events. The children wrote in 
speech bubbles to convey the exchanges between the characters in the book.  We began with a shared write 
where the teacher models composing a piece of writing from the children’s ideas and then scribes the piece.  
Our aim is for pupils to use a capital letter at the start, finger spaces between words and a full stop at the 
end. 

During Maths, we did more work on mastering essential concepts such as double numbers, finding one and 
two more, counting back one and beginning to find one less than.  We used number tracks for the children 
to have strong visual image of one more and one less. The children took part in activities to help them 
recognise, name and describe squares, rectangles, circles and triangles.  They were encouraged to use 
language such as round, curved, straight, sides, corners.  They also sorted shapes according to their 
properties, using Venn diagrams.  We looked at some images of symmetry in nature e.g. ladybirds, leaves 
and the children were able to show their understanding of how to recognise a basic line of symmetry. 

                                                                                

For Science, we have continued our investigations into the five senses with touch and hearing being the most 
recent.  These lessons are very practical with lots of hands-on activities with a focus on developing the 
appropriate vocabulary and language. 

In Art, we continued our portrait work by looking at the work of Picasso.  We looked at his use of colour and 
discovered that this can convey emotion.   The children drew portraits using happy and sad colours. 

For Topic, we focused in on Europe and Belgium.  We learned interesting facts about the country and then 
tasted some typical Belgian food.  The cheers from Year 1 raised the roof when Miss Navarro brought the 
waffles, cream and chocolate sauce into the room.  And they loved dipping their fries into mayonnaise! 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Maanav: Well done for drawing a spectacular portrait using sad colours. 

Ishitha: For joining in more in Maths lessons and learning doubles facts. 

TALK TOPIC: What is Brussels famous for?  Which places have you visited?  

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Miss Corrigan and Miss Navarro  year1teacher@telenet.be 

 

Year 1 are troopers!  
They managed to eat 
all of the fries and 
waffles we brought 
them.  



KS1 Year 2        

Wow! What a fortnight in Year Two! We have started our swimming lessons at the Castle Club pool, after school clubs 
are now up and running and we are settling into the rhythms and routines of our new class. This week I will be sending 
out Parent-Teacher Meeting appointment times. All meetings will take place face-to-face and in school. Please sign 
and return the letter to acknowledge and accept your appointment time. I look forward to meeting with you all very 
soon! 

The children have really shown what good writers they are becoming with their first independent story write of the 
year. The children wrote their own adventure stories about the superhero, Traction Man. I was impressed with their 
use of 2A sentences, speech punctuation and exciting verbs to extend and improve their writing! Well done 
Superheroes! 

We have been learning the names and properties of 2D shapes in 
Math’s this week and how to sort them using Venn and Carroll 
Diagrams. This is a great little song to help the children to 
remember the names of polygons 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69lfTURDles).  

The children have also been comparing numbers using  < and > 
symbols and ordering numbers (1st, 2nd, 3rd  etc). 

 

Everyone enjoyed the food tasting experience in Science where we 
tried a range of foods (e.g. raspberries, pickles, peppers, chocolate 
and even onions!) and rated the foods by preference. They learned 
how to create tally and bar charts from their results. We looked at 
the food groups and sorted foods into a food group pyramid. I 
wonder if you can name the different food groups on your plate at 
each meal?  

In our Topic lessons we continue to discover real-life superheroes – 
we learned about Edward Jenner – the doctor who created the world’s first vaccine and in doing so eradicated small 
pox! 

Our new Learning Gem is Ruby – the power of kindness, the 
ability to make others feel good about their successes and 
encourage them if they struggle. The children have earned 
rubies for their class pot by helping and supporting one 
another.  Please send photos of your child showing the Ruby 
Power of kindness in their home too! We love to see them! 

We used the pop-art style of artist, Andy Warhol, to make bold,  
brightly coloured, repeating self-portraits in Art last week. This 
week was the first of our two-week collage project creating 
Superhero cityscapes and skylines. 

Finally, in our Wacky Wednesday carousel, the children enjoyed a range of activities – yoga with Miss Navarro, football 
with Mrs. Tolentino, handwriting with Ms. Corrigan and coding on iPads with Miss Bird. Have a go at coding at home 
with the app, Scratch Jr!  

Talk Topic: Can you invent a superhero story for your family, using your home as the setting and using household 
objects as the villains? Try to make it interesting by adding exciting adjectives and verbs!  

Miss Bird and Mrs Tolentino  Year2teacher@telenet.be    
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157096587@N03/albums    



Music with Miss Di Fine  

 

 

 

 

Reception:  

It's so much fun to learn about our body and to discover how many things we can do with it!  In music we do 
a lot of singing and it's easier to remember our body parts or our actions if we sing all about them. With the 
song called "Growing" we learned that everyday we grow a little bit until we get so tall that our jeans won't 
fit anymore! Another song we learned is all about actions such as clapping on the beat or turning our hands 
into a butterfly and it's called "Can you?" and by singing it we just realized that we can do all of these amazing 
things, although clicking our fingers might take more practice for some of us! We also played our percussion 
instruments during our play-along time on micro and macro beats.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 1 & 2:    

During these last two weeks we had the chance to discover and play all together with many percussion 
instruments, just like a real band! With the two songs " I like to hear the sound" and "Our great big band", 
we learned how to play the tambourine, the triangle, the shakers, the sticks, the drums and even the mini 
cymbals on different beats and rhythms like in a band. We talked about the dynamics and how sounds in 
music can be soft or loud (piano and forte). We also started to read notation thus how we read long or short 
sounds in music. The note values we learned this week are the crochet and the quaver and we associate 
them with the sounds of Ta and Ti Ti. Follow the link if you want to play these rhythms and notations at 
home:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vZ5mlfZlgk  

Years 3, 4, 5 & 6:     

During these two last weeks we continued to practice and to learn about the recorder and how to play 
different notes and rhythmical patterns with it. Learning an instrument such as recorder teaches students 
many different skills, including how to read music (if focusing on staff notation) and how to hear music. 
That’s why we include the recorder in our music class and we perform live in the classroom. It is super 
important for students to learn how to perform in front of others, but also how to be a kind, respectful 
audience. What better way to cover both of those skills than with the recorder? We also talked about the 
orchestra’s instruments, how to name and locate them in their different sections: strings, woodwinds, brass 
and percussion. We learned two round songs called “Round and Round the Earth is turning” and “Round in 
two parts”. Follow the links if you want to sing them along: https://youtu.be/HQpqzpjoCZk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i706YC82QgU 

  



French with Ms Kowalska  

Reception 

During the week of 19 September, the children practised identifying and pronouncing numbers from 1 to 12. 

We also explored colours: we read stories ("Toutes les couleurs" by Alex Sanders, "Le petit loup qui voulait changer de 
couleur" by Orianne Lallemand), sang "Une souris verte", and we made a little picture book. This week we were 
learning the names of emotions with the colour monster. 

 
Year 1 & 2 

We have continued to learn the numbers from 1 to 21. It is very impressive to see how fast the children have 
progressed over the days. Well done everyone! To continue our Autumn theme, we have been revising the names of 
seasonal fruits (song "Les fruits d'automne") and learning the French names of different seasonal vegetables. 

We are now learning vocabulary related to the weather. 

 

Year 3 

We have continued to practise pronouncing and writing numbers up to 60. We have also been learning to identify and 
to form simple plurals. To practise, we sang "Univers gris" by Catherine Vaniscotte and did some writing exercises. 

We are now studying vocabulary related to weather and time passing (seasons, months of the year, days of the week). 

 

Belgian Culture 

In Year 3 and Year 4, we continued to study different elements of a map: caption, scale and 4 cardinal points. We 
explored a city plan of Brussels and practised locating North using a compass. 

In upcoming sessions, we will investigate maps of Belgium. 

Year 5 & Year 6 

We worked with the timeline (week of 19th September) to learn how to situate events in the past and to define the 
historical period to which they relate. 

This week we talked about the Day of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation which celebrates Belgian revolution events of 
27 September 1830, one week before Belgium became an independent country.     

 

                                

 

  



KS2 Year 3  

As ever, the time flies and we are now well and truly into the daily rhythm and 
beginning to realise just how life works in Year 3. There are the usual ups and downs 
as everyone settles into the way of working (and above all listening!), but we are 
definitely getting there and the days are packed with learning, fun and friendship. It 
always makes such a difference to a class when children are kind and aware of one 
another, and there are certainly some very caring children in Year 3. 
On the work front, there has been some truly impressive work in Literacy, with 
beautiful, poetic stories beginning to emerge about the little girl and her adventure 
in the mountains. We have looked at the world from her perspective, focusing particularly on alliteration 
and repetition as we described her determined climb away from the village. This detailed work, combined 

with our new ‘detective’ approach to spelling and word families, is having 
a very positive effect on language development and expression, both 
written and spoken.  We also started our group reading sessions this week. 
The children worked in small groups, each group discovering one of several 
new books, all of which relate to the mountain village theme and allow us 
to explore it through other stories. The children read enthusiastically and 
with expression. They were fascinated to realise how a similar story can be 
told in so many different ways, as well as being portrayed in stunning 

illustrations. We had our own artistic afternoon today, learning how to sketch and shade mountains in pencil, 
before braving the paints and adding colour wash to our drawings. This was a really impressive start to Art 
this year – there were no knocked over water pots and no flying paintbrushes – and the paintings were 
amazing - a great reflection of an afternoon of intense concentration from everyone.    
In Maths we worked on place value, revisiting addition and subtraction 
using our knowledge of number bonds to 10, 20 and 100, and revising 
doubles, halves, and multiples of 5 and 10. We used number lines and 
number squares, practised concepts such as greater than and less than, 
and played games requiring careful listening and the ability to count 
forwards and backwards using different number patterns. In practical 
maths we looked at the difference between bar charts, line graphs and 
pictographs and used them to represent different data. In Science we 
continued work on the skeleton, creating our own group skeletons by reassembling piles of cut-out paper 
bones – most of which we can now confidently situate in the correct place on the body! We are working on 
the advantages and disadvantages of the different skeletons and finding out more about the differences 

between animals and humans.     
We had a fun visit to the Acorn building (feeling very big as we walked through 
the door after all these months!) and spent an afternoon in the sunshine 
replanting all of the window boxes for the front of the building. It was 
interesting to see which plants had survived the extreme hot weather during 
the summer, and, by saving as many as we could, and adding new, autumnal 
plants, we created some beautiful boxes for everyone to 
enjoy. Our next challenge is the Oak garden! Fun Fridays 

have been great fun, with everyone impressed at the ability of our little legs to keep up 
with the Year 6s as we race to the parks. Well done everyone, your stamina is definitely 
improving. However, the same cannot be said of organising clothes, bags and lunch boxes 
…. to say nothing of stray shoes and socks!! Please make sure your child’s clothes are 
labelled as they frequently get swapped if they are taken off in the sunshine.   
Talk Topic: What do you like most about Fun Fridays, and why do you think they are 
important? 
Have a lovely weekend.       Jane Still and Lynette Salim   year3teacher@telenet.be 
  



KS2 Year 4  
  
We’ve had a lot of fun over the last fortnight immersing ourselves in the world of Roald Dahl’s BFG. We made 
our own dream jars inspired by the BFG’s dream cave. We were sure to make them ‘peacable’ or good 
dreams although unfortunately mine ending up looking like a trogglehumper (nightmare) which was noticed 
by the children straight away!  We decorated the jars, made illustrations to go inside and wrote a description 
to tie on the outside of them just like the BFG does so he can match the dreams to people who are likely to 
appreciate them.  

We have also started our Write Stuff unit where we are writing a dream for the BFG, told from his 
perspective. It has been such a fun challenge to write in his ‘gobblefunked’ or mixed up style, the children 
have really risen to the challenge and shown their mastery of words! Part of his dream involves eating ice 
cream so we also had a delicious experience day where we tasted different flavours and came up with some 
fabulous words to describe taste and texture. In our spelling sessions we have moved onto our second set 
of 15 words and have been learning about words that end in ‘gue’ or ‘que’, words with the ‘ou’ grapheme 
and its different pronunciations as in ‘carousel’ and ‘bound’ .  

In Maths we have been busy learning to tell the time to the nearest minute on both digital and analogue 
clocks including those which have Roman numerals. The children have enjoyed learning my Roman numeral 
song, it’s so catchy they might have started singing it at home! We also worked out time intervals using the 
counting up ‘frog’ method and practised measuring and converting centimeters into millimeters and vice 
versa. We have also shown our mastery of the 6 and 9 times tables including knowing their related division 
facts and using them to solve problems. In geography we have learned about life near the two poles, the 
North Pole and the South Pole. We were finding it hard to imagine living with 24 hours of sun or 24 hours of 
darkness!  

Stars of the week –  

Arhan for great effort in our write stuff lessons and giving us a super sentence for our sentence stack.  
Stairya for a fabulous description of her dream for her dream jar.                                                                                          
                        

     

Talk topic: What do you think the weather is like in the tropics (countries between the Tropic of Cancer 
and the Tropic of Capricorn)? 
 
Kind Regards,  
Camilla Rutayisire  Year4teacher@telenet.be      
  



KS2 Year 5 

What a busy two weeks we’ve had. We started with the very sad day of the Queen’s funeral. We spoke of 
her work and duty and observed the minute’s silence; the children were very respectful and one of the boys 
even asked if we could sing the national anthem. We didn’t but I thanked them for their understanding. 
During the day, we had a live stream of the events in London while we finished work and the children were 
interested. They caught me singing to hymns which caught their attention. It was a strange, sombre, very 
moving day. 

Since then, we have been busy experimenting, reading, calculating, technical drawing,  even dancing.  

In Topic, the children have drawn diamonds freehand like draftsmen and women and were thrilled to dance 
to the Heigh-ho dwarves, the 2012 Olympics Industrial 
Revolution soundtrack and Shirley Bassey: Diamonds 
are Forever.   

Even more pleased they were when they found out we 
are going down a real mine in mid-November. Details 
coming in a letter soon. A trip to the forest is also in the 
pipeline….. 

In Literacy, the class giggled infectiously to Rudyard 
Kipling’s Just So Stories. This was followed by some very 
valuable sentence work on conjunctions and this is all 

gearing up to their own writing of a Just So: How the …… got its……….. . 

 

Science has seen us try to complete electrical circuits with various materials to see if they are conductors or 
insulators? And then we later did a practical investigation into the heat-conductivity of different spoons. This 
is invaluable learning to try and go from “The metal spoon won” to “The metal spoon recorded a higher 
temperature than the other so therefore must be a good conductor of heat”.   

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, meanwhile, the children are 
learning new calculation strategies to make them more efficient and effective 
mathematicians and they are getting much practice. We have properly started 
smart! And that was our fortnight.  

 

Talk Topic: Which is the most damaging impact of mining? Explain your 
reasoning. 

Best wishes, Tim Stedman   year5teacher@telenet.be 

 



KS2 Year 6  

The photo shows our class on our wonderful visit to the House of European History exhibition called ‘When 
Walls Talk’. We looked at how posters in history have been cleverly designed for propaganda, persuasion 
and promotion. The children analysed posters that linked to historical events, social justice and 
advertisements. They impressed me with their thoughtful questions and intelligent interpretation of subtle 

messages and how they are communicated.  

The ceative workshop was very useful for us to 
think about how to communicate ideas. Some 
of our posters from the workshop are shown 
below. We are making more in class to educate 
others in how we can support Goal 13 of the 
United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. This links to our work in art.  

The typography art in the alphabet shown 
below was created by Navnoor and no 
template was used, great work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Stars of the Week are: Trishan for great maths work on numberlines in disguise and Navnoor for 
her excellent art work on typography and Climate Action posters. 

Talk Topic: Can you remember the 8 levels of the classification system in order? Did the mnemonic help the 
children to recall this? What is the scientific name for humans and for dogs? 

Elisabeth Bounds  year6teacher@telenet.be  



French – Mme Halvorsen 

Year 4 

We finished working and presenting our exciting project “C’est la Rentrée”  where everyone had the opportunity  

to take center stage and express ce que j’aime/ je n’aime  

pas (things we like and don’t like), mon/ma couleur/saison/  

sport, animal/dessert/livre/chiffre préféré(e) and talk about 

 ma/mon meilleur(e) ami(e)/ma famille with ‘il/elle s’appelle. 

 We also gave practical details about our birth dates and address 

 using ‘Je suis né(e) le…/ j’habite au … Rue/ Avenue.. à Bxl ..  

They were brilliant!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  

We finished our project and  

were so proud to talk about ‘je me présente” where everyone took 

 center stage and had a moment to talk about: ma/mon  

anniversaire/adresse‘Je suis né(e) le… j’habite au … Rue.. à Bxl/ 

 nationalité/ pays/langues/ âge- Je suis indien(ne), je viens  

de l’Inde, je parle le.., l’… j’ai presque neuf ans; ma/mon  

meilleur(e) ami(e)…mes activités préférées using j’aime  

faire du/de la…   matière/ saison/fruit/ film/ super-héros  

préféré(e)..They were outstanding!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 6 

We finished our witty project and  

were so proud to talk about ‘Tout Sur Moi” where everyone took  

center stage with great self-confidence and talked about 

 him/her self starting with, anniversaire/adresse‘Je suis né(e) le… 

 j’habite au 59 Rue.. Avenue.. à Evere, en Belgique/ nationalité/  

pays/langues/ âge- Je suis indien(ne), je viens de l’Inde , 

 je parle le.., l’… j’ai 10 ans; ma/mon meilleur(e) ami(e)… 

mes activités préférées using j’adore… (jouer au, à la/ dessiner/ 

 nager/ faire du/de la…   we talked about their matière/ saison/ 

fruit/ film/ super-héros préféré(e). Afterwards, we turned it  

around and started asking each other questions to find out more  

about our friends: Quel est ton chanteur préféré?  

Quel âge a ton frère?/ta soeur… Où habite ta famille? 

 Où es-tu né(e)? They were simply impressive! 

 

 

 

 

 
 


