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EYFS Nursery   

Dear Parents, 

As June is whizzing by, we are busily whizzing by with it, Nursery 

is full of summer fun and lots of creative activity inside and out! 

We had the grand opening of our new built- in sandpit, it was 

hugely exciting and just like going to the beach! I am sure you will 

have found sand falling out of all sorts of nooks and crannies when it was bath time, apologies for the mess 

but it was all for a good cause! 

Just a quick reminder, if the weather remains hot, hot, hot, please 

send your little one to Nursery in a pair of shorts or a thin pair of 

cotton leggings, and their white school logo t-shirt. NO 

dresses/skirts or thick jeans please. The garden/playground area is 

shaded but it is still very hot, much more than the heat you feel at 

the front of the building. Thank you. 

We have started making our Robot models this week and the 

children have some amazing ideas of how they want theirs to look, 

like people, they come in all sorts of shapes, sizes and colours and 

are magnificent! 

To continue with our Robot mini-topic, during our maths sessions 

with Miss Di Fine this week, we have counted Robots using a 

number line, which you will see in your child’s home school book. 

The number line goes to 20 but some children will stop at 10 and others we know can go beyond 20!  

However, the most important thing to do when using it with your child is to maintain one to one 

correspondence. This means reminding your little one to touch each 

numbered Robot carefully with their index finger while counting along 

the line. Often children will recite numbers too fast and jump ahead, 

which can cause simple mathematical errors later on, when maths gets 

a tad more complex. 

When your child has finished counting, they can then draw their 

version of a Robot on the same page as the number line, then choose 

a numeral and draw the corresponding number of buttons or knobs on 

the Robots body. Mrs Davies will have stickers at the ready next week 

for everyone’s wonderful drawing and great counting skills! 
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All aboard the 

new sandpit! 



During our short, snappy phonics session this week, the children listened well and thought really hard about 

how to use the sounds of the letters, Mrs Nagy gave picture clues of things that began with the same letter 

sound, and everyone was very excited when they figured it out and were very quick at it too!  

Last but not least this week, we had a group chat about what makes our Daddies special and got some very 

sweet and funny answers from the children, ranging from, buying ice cream from Colruyt to chasing flies 

away! We hope you all have a fabulous Father’s Day this Sunday and enjoy wearing your special gift. One of 

our little ones said that he was going to do all of the tasty cooking for his Daddy on that day! Do let us know 

how tasty it was! 

Our talk topic this week is: Why can’t we look directly at the Sun? 

Alison Davies, Anna Nagy & Vanessa diFine   nurseryteacher@telenet.be 

 

EYFS Reception  

Dear Parents,  

The nice hot summer days are definitely here 

and our playtimes couldn’t be any better. There 

is quite a lot of shade in the garden so the 

children can enjoy playing outside and be safe 

from the sun. Nevertheless, please remember to 

put sun cream on their face, neck, ears and arms 

before they come to school.  

Our PE sessions this week were a bit challenging due to the 

heat, but the children were certainly motivated to keep going. 

On Tuesday we made a sensory circuit out of textured walking 

blocks, small rubber hoops, beanbags, stepping stones and big 

hoops. The objective was to walk on all of these things, 

barefoot. You can imagine the surprise in their face when we 

asked them to take off their socks and shoes. After the initial 

excitement given by the feeling of walking barefoot on 

synthetic grass, the enjoyment level was high while they went round the circuit again and again. On Thursday 

we split them into two teams and we played dodgeball once again. They remembered the rules well from 

the previous times we had played, so the game was very dynamic and became rather competitive by the 

end. The children were sporty and with practice they are becoming faster and more agile when throwing 

and catching the ball and trying hard not to be tagged.  

In our home school book this week you will find a piece of work 

called ‘All about my Dad’ to celebrate Father’s day on Sunday. 

The children talked fondly about their dads and had a good 

think about what they like and dislike, what their favourite 

colour is and so on. Dads, you will also receive a nice craft made 

by your children in class. I will not spoil the surprise before 

Sunday, therefore you can ask your child to explain to you what 

they used and how they made it.  
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In Maths we have been working on subtraction up to ten. We have used toy dinosaurs and numicon to count 

and take away and then find out the totals. We have also revised the days of the week and the months of 

the year.  

In Phonics we have worked on tricky words and practising reading and writing cvcc words such as pond, nest, 

bench, etc. We have also practised a lot of reading and played games sounding out words. 

On Tuesday next week we will have a science workshop with scientists from Cap Sciences. We will do an 

experiment with them but I’ll keep the topic secret so it is a surprise for the children. This will be the last 

part of our STEM week in Reception and after that the children will receive their STEM passport 

acknowledging all the experiments they’ve done.  

The talk topic for next week is: What would you like to do in your summer holiday? 

A reminder concerning the uniform: children are allowed to come to school wearing shorts and the school 

uniform polo shirt or T shirt. If they still want to come wearing their trousers, these must be the uniform 

green joggers or grey trousers, and for girls their school grey skirt. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs. van Wassenhove and Mrs. Julaton         receptionteacher@telenet.be  

 

KS1 Year 1    

 

Dear Parents,                                                                                                                

 

This week we have enjoyed the beautiful sunny weather. 

We have enjoyed talking about summer-themed things 

across our learning this week. In our science lesson we 

talked about dressing for different types of weather and 

packing for going on summer holiday. We watched a short 

clip of Mr. Bean packing for his summer holiday for a 

laugh and an idea of what not to take. The children came up with lots of great ideas for things that they 

would put in their suitcases for a summer holiday, fortunately they are far more sensible than Mr. Bean!    

In Literacy this week we have enjoyed writing a couple of summer-themed shape poems. We also used this 

as an opportunity to revise the meaning of the terms ‘alliteration’ and ‘simile’. The children came up with 

some fabulous examples to describe the sun ‘blistering, boiling ball’, ‘hot like the desert’ and ‘orange like a 

ripe mango’. You can see your child’s poem in their home school book this week. We also did another shape 

poem to describe an ice lolly with more fabulous similes and alliteration, the children have hugely impressed 

me with how much their vocabulary has developed this year and 

their enthusiasm for writing is wonderful to see.      

In maths we have had a week focusing on telling the time, 

particularly the more tricky ‘quarter past’ and ‘quarter to’ times 

on both analogue and digital clocks. The children learned that 

the ‘15’, ‘30’ and ‘45’ on the digital times refers to the number 

of minutes past the hour. We talked about the minute and hour 
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hands, how one is longer than the other and where they should be pointing.   

This week was our last wacky Wednesday activity afternoon 

as the next couple of Wednesdays will be preparation for and 

doing sports day. We did some beautiful watercolour suns, 

played chess, made bird feeders and the children enjoyed 

some games in PE. Also, the children were awarded their 

certificates for the ‘Crest Star science award’ for the 

excellent efforts with the experiments during Science week 

last week. We made our fathers a little surprise for Father’s 

day, don’t forget to check your child’s reading folder at the 

weekend to see what it is!  The children have also started 

learning a few songs and a poem for our school’s birthday 

celebrations in a couple of weeks which we are all looking 

forward to.  

Have a great weekend, kind regards, 

Talk topic: What are the signs of summer? 

Camilla Rutayisire and Smita Bandaru  Year1teacher@telenet.be 

 

KS1 Year 2  

Dear Parents,  

It has been a warm week of sunshine and laughter in 
Year Two this week! 
 

In English, we have started our final writing unit, an 

instruction text about how to make a bird feeder. 

We first looked at a model instruction text about 

how to make a feeder and analysed the layout, 

language features and punctuation marks we found within it. Then the children had to reassemble a cut up 

version of the text. We looked at a variety of other instruction videos and texts to find similarities and 

differences. Finally, we began to write our opening paragraphs using effective questions (with alliteration 

and adjectives) to hook the reader and make them want to read more!  

This meant that of course we then had to have 

a go at making our first type of bird feeder. 

During our Wacky Wednesday afternoon, we 

sat in the sunshine to make pipe cleaner and 

honey loop bird feeders. We hope our 

feathered friends enjoy their tasty treats! 

We also followed another set of instructions 

this week when making nine different colours 

of playdough. It was great fun mixing the 

different food colourings to achieve the 

colours we needed.  
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During our Art lesson, we used our homemade playdough to create the movable characters ready for our 

stop-motion animation films. We now had some excellent stages, sets, scripts and characters and were all 

ready to begin filming! In Computing we started to pose, move, shoot, pose, move, shoot (repeat many, 

many times) our characters with the tiniest, almost imperceivable 

movements.  The still photographic images were then played in quick 

succession to create the optical illusion of a moving animated movie 

– voila - Year Two Stop Motion animation movies!  

In Topic this week, we 

learned about the 

famous zoologist and 

world expert on 

chimpanzees, Jane 

Goodall. The children 

listened to her incredible life story and watched videos of her 

interactions with the chimpanzees in the Gombe National 

Park in Tanzania. We found out about Jane’s mission to save 

the chimpanzees that are endangered due to poaching and the loss of their homes as a result of 

deforestation and decided we had to do something to help! The children wrote adverts explaining to the 

general public the situation in Gombe with the chimpanzees. As a 

class, we donated money to plant a tree in the Gombe National 

Park and Jane Goodall sent us an email of thanks for our help. 

For the rest of the school year, we will be focusing our efforts on 

areas of Mathematics that have been highlighted from the recent 

assessments as needing more work. This week, we have been 

learning to tell the time to five minutes, using both ‘past’ and ‘to’ and on both digital and analogue clocks. 

We have also been working out times ten minutes before and after a given time.  

The children were enormously excited to hear about our upcoming trip and sleepover on Friday 18th June as 

part of the ACORN (Adventure, Challenge, Organisation, Responsibility, New Skill) Award. Every child should 

now be busily carrying out an act of service or Responsibility in their homes for the next 8 days leading up to 

the sleepover. This act of Responsibility could be: washing the dishes, making their bed, folding their clothes, 

hanging out the laundry or setting the table. Don’t forget also to think about and rehearse your New Skill for 

the talent show next week! Parents, please return the trip permission slip by Monday 14th June. Thank you! 

Talk Topic: What will be your act of service or responsibility today? How will you gain your Responsibility 

point? What will you do in the talent show? What New Skill will you show your friends? 

Gabriel Bird and Ena Tolentino  year2teacher@telenet.be 

 

 

Music - Acorn Building: Reception, Years 1 & 2  

Reception: This week in music, we prepared some beautiful 

drawings to put in our Yearbook!  

KS1: This week in music, we learned various song around the topic 

of Minibeasts. We also continued to practise our rhythms with 

interactive games. 
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French - Acorn Building: Reception, Years 1 & 2 

Reception and Year 1:  

In French with Madame Scharf, we dedicated the week to speaking about 
Daddy and all the activities we can do with him. We all said at least one reason 
we love Daddy and “Papa, je t’aime parce que tu joues avec moi” (I love you 
daddy because you play with me) was the most used. We sang songs and read 
stories about the same subject. We also made a beautiful card, and the Year 1 children copied a small poem.  
We watched Trotro trying to be a Daddy, Petit Ours Brun playing with his Daddy and Caillou making a paper 
hat for his dad.  Bonne fête à tous les papas!  
Year 2:  

In French with Madame Halvorsen, we got ready to celebrate, sing and make beautiful cards and bricolages 
for ‘La Fête des Pères’. We had so much fun presenting (individually) our lovely cards. They were exceedingly 
brilliant because they used all the vocabulary we covered and related to nature and our favourite seasons. 
We also managed to start talking about ‘l’été (summer).    

 

KS2 Year 3 

Dear Parents, 
 
Although without the intensity of assessment week or the frenetic pace 
of Science Week, this week has again flown by.  We began with editing 
our yearbook fact files, writing out the final versions and finally adding 
the illustrations.  We also took some time to look back at our most recent 
independent writing exercise and were able to see where we had done 
well or where we had missed things.   Our recent work on playscripts had 
aroused the children’s interest, so we took a full (short) script and took 
turns to act it out in front of the rest of the class, changing the cast for 
each of the three scenes – we have some very promising actors and 
actresses in Year 3!  In reading, we continued with ‘Mouse Bird Snake 
Wolf’, and have just reached the creation of the rather intimidating wolf! 
 
In our Maths sessions, we have been revising a little and practising a few new things, to ensure that we are 
as ready for next year as we possibly can be.  As well as trying out some measurement-related addition and 
subtraction word problems, we also had a look at perpendicular and parallel lines, acute and obtuse angles, 
and co-ordinates (on maps and graphs). Finally, we practised with clocks, converting pm times to 24-hour 
clock times and vice versa. 
 

Our afternoons have been varied and fun: we had a short 
session finishing off our last Science topic of the year, we are 
well on the way to having a full set of 2-D and 3-D train 
paintings to display, we had another parachute session in PE, a 
sunny afternoon practising outdoors for our end-of-year show, 
and have made good progress with our large-scale ‘Rocket’ – 
the wheels are now on, and they turn (although it’s a bit 
wobbly!). 
 
The penultimate online Maths homework activity – ‘Reel It In 
3.28’ – has been allocated to the children’s ActiveLearn 

accounts.  It covers some of this week’s work on lines and angles. 



Talk topic for next week is ‘Why is it important for us all to learn our lines for the show?’ 
 
Have a great weekend!  
 
Patrick Tranter and Naomi Irakoze       year3teacher@telenet.be 
 

 
Year 4   
 
Dear Parents,  

What a magical time of the year! We have continued our focus on solving 

maths problems. Each day, we are working through a selection of 

problems; identifying key information; circling this, ready to work 

carefully though each step required to achieve the correct answer. In 

addition, puzzles are a useful way to improve thinking skills, so, this week 

the children have enjoyed Sudoku challenges and number crossword 

puzzles.  Homework this week, is a mixture of puzzles and word problems. Enjoy! (Mrs. Tranter) 

In Science this week, Year 4 continued their study of the threats facing 

habitats of the world, this time from the point of view of individual 

animals living in those habitats. I was impressed with the children’s 

understanding about the problems, and about the need for 

biodiversity, and how loss of one species affects all living things. We 

looked at the IUCN’s categories of endangerment. For homework, the 

children need to put these in order, as we practised in class, and find 

one animal from each category. Please ask them to check the link 

posted on the Year 4 Edmodo page to help with this work. 

We also began a second aspect of our unit on living things: how animals 

eat. We began with finding out about teeth, learning the names and 

functions of the different types of teeth in human mouths, and finding out 

a little about animal teeth. We wanted to research the effectiveness of 

brushing with toothpaste in protecting our teeth, so we set up an 

experiment using hard-boiled egg, (since the shells are made from 

calcium, like teeth) pairs of which were placed in a variety of liquids. One 

egg in each pair is being brushed with toothpaste each day, and one is not. 

We are observing the eggshells each morning, and the results are noticeable.  

The children have had plenty of physical exercise this week, including mini games of football, cricket and 

basketball, a whole class game using the parachute, and Friday’s orienteering at the park.  

Please remind your child to look at Discovery Espresso, to complete 

the two (small and fun) assignments allocated there. Also, please 

remember that French lessons begin promptly at 9am, so children 

need to arrive at school before 8:55. (Mrs. Read) 

In Literacy we looked back at STEM week and, using our knowledge 

of newspaper and television reporting, drew up plans for writing a 

detailed report on the things that we found most interesting during 

the week. This report will be the basis for our end-of-year writing 

assessment and will hopefully show the progress that the children have made in terms of extended 
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vocabulary, the ability to analyse and use different features of 

language, the understanding of how to check work carefully, paying 

attention to details such as punctuation, spelling and presentation 

(we still have several capital letter champions, who tend to use them 

totally at random, and then can’t spot them when they edit their 

work!!!!), and the ability to express their ideas and opinions in a 

varied and reflective way.  The Literacy homework this week is to add 

interesting notes to their science journals – this will help to focus 

their ideas and to give them inspiration for writing an attention-

grabbing report next week that reflects their personal experiences of Science week.  

In Art we had fun creating coded honeycomb cards for Father’s Day. In theory we also practised our editing 

skills by checking the codes with a friend, but you never know – there’s still a chance that you end up with a 

rather strange message… Enjoy your day, Dads – I hope the children spoil you all!  

There was great excitement as a new delivery of the Tom Gates books arrived, and we have also added more 

David Walliams books to the classroom library – so there is no excuse for not enjoying a good book or two 

(or even three!) before the end of the year! (Mrs. Still) 

Talk Topic: Why is it special to be out in the playground having picnics and singing together again? (Even in 

bubbles?) 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Beverley Tranter year6teacher@telenet.be  Kate Read  EALteacher@telenet.be  Jane Still  headteacher@bisb.org 

 

 

Year 5  

Dear Parents,   
 

The main event of the week was the triple bill of Abacus tests 

the children faced. Very few of the class had trouble with the 

maths, however, and most barely broke a sweat. Some 

weaknesses arose but we had covered them, and it helps us 

to focus more acutely in the year to come.  

Also, a big event was Topic as we drew a close to the war and 

our final area of study. We’ve all really enjoyed such an awful 

time, but it has been fascinating. This week, we celebrated the Armistice ceasefire of 1918 but lamented the 

disastrous Treaty of Versailles that followed a year later. The children considered the very harsh terms that 

were laid upon Germany and learnt about the indirect outcome of them which followed in 1939. 

To cheer ourselves up, we all thoroughly enjoyed Aadharrshini’s fantastic Kahoot Quiz and made ourselves 

ready for the penultimate Fantastic Friday.  

Friday will have been the final orienteering of the year and it’ll have been a classic in fantastic weather under 

the shade of the leaves. 

The other serious contest of the week was the 2nd after-school cricket match in which 4 classmates played 

brilliant games in a real battle. Next week is the turn of those who haven’t played yet in the last match of 

the year. The weather is going to be very hot: pack a cap and even sun cream – it’s 2 hours of strong sunshine. 
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Refreshments are provided. Please collect your children, if playing, from the usual door at 17:00-17:30 

(depending on the result). 

Earlier in the week in Science, we looked at pulleys, levers, springs and gears and then the children got to 

make one. After they had made this balance see-saw, the class had to investigate where progressively 

increasing weights can sit on each ‘lever arm’ before the weight becomes too much for equilibrium. Some 

of the designs were ingenious but above all, the class thrilled at the investigation. A good job well done and 

yet again, more DT (Design Technology). The children have designed, built, constructed, tested and produced 

more this term than they have the whole past 2 years! It’s great. 

And that was our week. Have a good weekend. 

Best wishes  

Tim Stedman   

year5teacher@telenet.be 

 

 

Year 6  

Dear Parents,  

We have two class reading books on the go at the 

moment: The Raven’s Children about life in the 

Soviet Union and The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas.  

In our SOE project, we touched on the harrowing 

and difficult topic of the Holocaust, but we are now 

looking at this from the point of view of two boys 

aged nine, Bruno and Shmuel, one the son of the 

Commandant of ‘Out-With’ and the other, a child prisoner in the camp.  

Our short and intensive  introduction to the Holocaust,  began with  studying what happened to the Jewish 

community of Germany when Nazis took control.  Using resources from the Holocaust Educational Trust, 

children created a timeline depicting the gradual exclusion from life of Jews in Germany. 

Our forthcoming mini-production of ‘Cats – the musical – Oak Style’ is preoccupying our thoughts. In our 

more relaxed bubbles, we started to put the different acts together on Wednesday afternoon. This was also 

the first opportunity that we have had to sing together – what an utter joy after so many months. We 

watched the film ‘Cats’ and the bonus features about the choreography and CGI used to create the costumes 

– amazing! 

It really is such a treat to see the return of our summer picnic lunches; rediscovering activities that we took 

for granted is proving to be an emotional end, to what has been an extraordinary year. 

We continue to plan for our ‘We are all Wonders’ sleepover.  Deciding on a menu is proving to be a challenge, 

so far, we have: vegetable kebabs, veggie sausages, corn on the cob… any ideas? 

Talk Topic: What are some differences and similarities between Bruno and Shmuel in The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas? 

Happy weekend, 

Mrs Tranter  year6teacher@telenet.be 

Our Talk Topic for this week is: What is your favourite machine that 
you own? Why? Does it have a lever, pulley, spring or gear? 
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Music - Oak Building:  

KS2: This week in music, we started to learn the beautiful song "Memory" from 

the Cats musical. We also continued to practise our recorders with some very 

nice tunes such as "Ladybird" and "Oh Suzanna".  

French - Oak Building:  

Year 3:  

In French with Madame Halvorsen, we worked on ‘Mon Père’ (my father) and how to come up with fun, 
creative and neat ways to describe ‘Papa, mon Héros’ for la fête des pères . 
The children created beautiful and amazing crafts, and came up with incredible phrases and ideas. They did 
an outstanding work describing ‘Papa’. We also started talking about l’été and things we associate with this 
bright season. 
 
Year 4:  
In French with Madame Scharf, we spent the week talking about Daddy and why he is so special. We revised 
all the adjectives we had used for Mummy and picked the best for Daddy. This also gave us the opportunity 
to revise les auxiliaires être et avoir in the present tense to best describe papa. We read a few stories and 
listened to a song about the same subject. The children wrote beautiful cards. We finished the week learning 
the futur proche using the verb aller in the present tense followed by an infinitive : “Ce weekend, on va fêter 
papa.”   
   
 
Year 5:  

In French with Madame Halvorsen, we worked on ‘Mon Père’ (my father) and how to come up with creative, 
crazy and poetic ways to describe ‘Papa, mon Héros’ for la fête des pères . 
The children came up with delightful cards and crafts, and wrote incredible little letters and phrases  full of 
love, poetry and humour. They did an outstanding piece of work describing ‘Papa’. We also started talking 
about l’été and things we associate with this bright season.  
 
Year 6:  
In French with Madame Scharf, we have been very busy talking about “la fête des pères”. We revised 
adjectives and used them to describe Daddy and to explain why we love him.  We learnt to use comparatives 
and superlatives and read stories that helped us conceptualise the use of these word constructions. The 
children wrote cards almost like the books we read!  We ended the week by learning le futur proche and le 
futur simple.  
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