Newsletter for the week of March 25th, 2022

Finally! The week that
the Oak Department
took to the stage …
“Aladdin,
Aladdin…”!
The Scene was set for a fantastic evening of
magical singing… …

Awe-inspiring choreography …

Star-studded acting…
Terrific
teamwork and
team spirit

Stunning scenery…

Highlights of the week …
Nursery:
Dear Parents,
A huge thank you to everyone who has so far participated in recording and
uploading a traditional story, song or poem in your mother tongue onto our Edmodo page. We are having a
fabulous time watching and listening to them on the big screen. The
children are super excited and keen to tell the teachers and the other
children using their English words, what the content of the story or poem
is, and it has brought about some interesting discussion about a variety
of topics, ranging from Lord Krishna with the universe in his mouth, to
children not listening to their parents! If you would still like to participate,
there is plenty of time, so please feel free to upload something, in your
mother tongue, before the end of next week, we would love to hear it.
Our traditional tale ‘The Ugly Duckling’ was our story of the week and this was particularly chosen to help
the children understand that looking different, the colour of our eyes, hair, skin, the shape of our nose, how
tall or small we are or how we choose to dress etc. is not negative but something to embrace and celebrate
because we are all unique. We explored our feelings through role play how we would feel if people were
mean to us, just like the other animals were to the ugly duckling in the story. We used the personal, I would
feel…. Some children immediately said they would feel hurt or upset, others used words like sad, angry,
frightened and one little one said they would feel alone. If your child tells you that Mrs Davies was mean
about Mrs Nagy’s dress, she was! but only as a role play to illustrate how unkind behaviour and words can
affect how we feel.
Personal, social and emotional development is one of the priority areas in EYFS and, in a nutshell, it supports
children to learn to get on with others and make friends, understand and talk about feelings, learn about
'right' and 'wrong', develop independence and ultimately feel good about themselves. Using stories where
the characters display an array of emotions is a great way to help children better understand how different
situations can make us and others feel, and how we all need to strive to be accepting and sensitive towards
each other’s needs.
In your child’s home school book you will see a maths worksheet on size matching. We have modelled a
variety of spotting different sizes with real objects during group time and the home work is to see who can
remember what the ‘being same size’ actually represents. Please explain to your child what they have to do
but then let them do the activity themselves, without you pointing to the correct answer. If they circle the
wrong one this doesn’t matter, it just gives a truer picture of who has remembered what matching together
the same size means.
Next week is Science Week and we have some very exciting
experiments in store. On Thursday, the children will get to meet some
real scientists when our Green Light 4 Girl’s science group will come
into classes, including Nursery, to do a workshop with the children.
We are feeling very excited, and the children are all wondering what

they will be doing. Some are hoping for more exploding volcanoes and others want to make a space ship or
grow a unicorn! So we will see what is feasible!
The weather has been beautiful this week and we have, of course, taken advantage of this incredible sunny
period by going outside as often as we can to enjoy the warmth on our skin! The large sandpit and the mud
kitchen have been in full swing, along with outdoor activities on the big blanket, and everything we normally
do inside has either been reflected outside or small groups stay inside to complete activities with the teacher.
Can we just ask that now spring has sprung, could you please not send your child
to school in heavy winter boots and not too many layers underneath their
uniform? It is quite tricky to do outdoor sessions in the warm wearing hot clothing
and heavy footwear. Thank you for your understanding.
Our Talk topic this week is: Ask your mummy and daddy what their favourite
subject was at school and why did they like it?
Have a great weekend and see you all soon for some super science!
Alison Davies, Anna Nagy & Vanessa diFine.

nurseryteacher@telenet.be

Reception:
Dear Parents,
This week we have celebrated the beginning of Spring by preparing a
colourful craft. The children were asked to crumble crepe paper into
small balls to fill in the petals of a flower. These pieces of art will be used
to decorate our corridor display.
One of our storybooks this week was ‘The night dragon’ by Naomi
Howarth which talks about a dragon with multicoloured wings who is
teased by her siblings as she too afraid to fly. With the
encouragement of her good friend Mouse, she dares
to fly and as she breathes fire, the sky is painted in beautiful sunset
colours. The other storybook was the classic ‘The Tiger Who Came
to Tea’ by Judith Kerr which they children enjoyed lots and had fun
thinking of what they would do if a tiger came to their house for tea.
We even reproduced the tea party with a stuffed tiger in our castle role play area!
In your child’s home school book you will find a piece of work related to our topic, a castle outline, which
had to be filled in with Numicon shapes. This is a resource that is used to teach maths, they are flat plastic
shapes with holes in them. Each shape represents a number from 1 to 10 and each number has its own
colour. Before going ‘hands on’ with the castle activity, we played a game sitting
on the carpet in which we said a number and each child had to find a Numicon
shape to match it and then they had to find and match the same Numicon
shapes. After this, they were asked to fit the ten shapes round the castle outline,
which was tricky as they had to arrange and rearrange the shapes so they would
all fit in the outline and no shape was left apart. They were up to the challenge
and were able to resolve it, some on their own and some others with a little bit

of help. To finish their work, they were asked to draw the king and the
queen of their castle and to think of a pattern to decorate the flags.
In literacy we have introduced the digraph ‘ur’ in words like nurse, purse,
turnip or surf and we have been practising how to recognise and say tricky
words like ‘he’ and ‘she’.
Our PE sessions were dedicated to play group games. ‘Clap Catch’ is a
game where all children have to stand in a circle with one of them in the middle. This child has a ball that
s/he will throw to another child for him/her to catch. The challenge is to give a clap before catching the ball;
lots of coordination and full attention needed to follow the instructions.
We have also been encouraging the children to refine their fine motor
skills by threading string in plastic shapes full of holes in them. Once they
had threaded all the string, we asked them to do it the other way round
and unthread it. This last bit was quite tricky but very gratifying once
achieved. They also played a board game in which they had to place as
many spines on the hedgehog’s body as the number shown on the dice.
The weather this week has been wonderful, and we have taken advantage of every
opportunity to take the children outside to play. Nursery has kindly shared with us their
sand kitchen and the children have had the time of their lives filling pots and pans with
sand and making sand cakes with flower petals, twigs and pebbles they found exploring
around the playground. This is an important sensory experience that helps them develop
their motor skills, their attention, and their social and language skills. Being outside in
the sunshine encourages them to exercise and move much more than when they are
inside and it encourages active play with their peers. It also makes them aware of nature
and how their surroundings change with seasons. We
have welcomed spring this week and they have been
very aware of how they playground has changed with
the season. They have noticed many more insects around, they have been
gardening with Mrs. Nagy and observed the different flowers that are
blooming in the flower beds.
Next week we will be celebrating STEM (Science Technology Engineering
Math) week in school and we have prepared lots of experiments to do with the children. We talked a little
bit about this on Friday but we have kept the surprise of what we are actually doing. To go along with this,
our Talk topic for next week is ‘What do you know about being a scientist? Why is their work important?’
An important reminder to all parents: please use our
communication channels, email and Edmodo account, to pass on
any important messages concerning your children or any change in
the daily routine, such as being late to school because you have an
appointment, celebrating birthdays in class, children being absent
or children being sent home
with other parents. It is
important that we know this information ahead so we can plan our day
and our week in accordance. Thank you for your understanding.
Have a lovely weekend,
Ines van Wassenhove and Ivana Julaton

Year 1:
Dear Parents,
Year 1 had a wonderful start to the week with another visit to Josaphat Park, this time to celebrate World
Poetry Day. The children picked their favourite spot in the park to read aloud the alliterative spring poem
that they had written. Some chose to read it under a blossom tree, others on the bridge overlooking the
pond, someone even read theirs to the ducks. However, the star of the show was Jill, the donkey who
made some VERY strange noises when she was asked if she would like to hear a poem! Luckily, the
members of the public that we stopped and read poems to were much more appreciative. They are such
delightful, charming and enthusiastic children who put a smile on the faces of all the visitors to the park
that day. Parents, you would have been so proud!

Here we are at the statue of poet
Albert Giraud in Josaphat Park on
World Poetry Day

LITERACY
As well as the poetry
performances, the children wrote News
about their trip to the park. They were encouraged to use time openers such as Then, After, Later, Finally,
along with conjunctions to make sentences longer and more interesting. Also, we have been reading nonfiction texts about Australian animals, beginning with the wallaby. The children have begun making their
own non-fiction fact file about Australian animals.
MATHS
We learnt how to tell o’clock and half past time on analogue and
digital clocks. We have also been talking about events in the day
and sequencing them as morning, afternoon, evening or night.
We revisited addition and learnt how to add a 1-digit number by
counting on from a 2-digit number, not crossing 10s at first, then
beginning to cross 10s.
Measuring using
uniform units
(cubes and rulers)
SCIENCE
We are very lucky that this spell of beautiful weather
coincides with our very outdoor themed unit of ‘Plants and
Animals Where we Live’. Again, we took our learning
outside to continue our work on trees. We learned some
of the names of the trees in the school
garden, did bark rubbings and
Carefully
the
measuring the measured
circumference of Bark rubbings in
circumference
the garden.
of a tree.

trees. We recapped the meaning of deciduous and coniferous and sorted the trees in the garden according
to those terms.
TOPIC
It has been wonderful to see the children so interested in researching Australian animals. We have read fact
files and watched videos about wallabies, crocodiles, possums, koalas and wombats. Then, in Literacy, the
children begun their own book of fun facts on Australian animals. We used words such as marsupial,
nocturnal, herbivore and predator.
ART
This week, we looked at different symbols used by Aboriginal Australians
thousands of years ago to represent different aspects of life. For example,
the symbol to indicate that there is a water hole close by. The children
chose a few of these to paint onto the background of the artwork.
Have wonderful weekend!
TALK TOPIC: Can you find things at home that are used for measuring? Who uses it? What do they
measure?
Miss. Corrigan and Mrs. Bandaru year1teacher@telenet.be

Year 2:
Dear Parents,
Monday’s poetry party in Josaphat Park went very well. We
enjoyed reading and listening to the poems the children composed
in class last week. The children were also pleased to give away
copies of their poems to passers-by, in celebration of World Poetry
Day. The enthusiasm for poetry has continued through the week,
with children taking opportunities to read aloud from the books in
class. Through poetry, the children are learning many elements of
language (vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, expression etc.)
In other literacy lessons this week, we worked on the final part of our unit based around the book Wild, by
Emily Hughes, with the children creating their own picture book, with the text based on the theme and
structure of Wild. In a short grammar lesson, we learnt about pronouns, including possessive pronouns. In a
short spelling investigation, we looked at prefixes, and considered the hypothesis: a prefix often creates the
antonym of a word, specifically looking at the prefix: un.
In our mathematics lessons this week we revised reading times on analogue clocks (o’clock, quarter past,
half past and quarter to), and matching them with the same times on digital clocks.
This is a difficult concept, though the children are beginning to grasp it. We will
return to it in future weeks. We began to use tally charts and pictograms to record
data, e.g. How many times we could jump in one minute/ which form of transport
people prefer. We continued to revise multiplication and the 2, 3, 5 and 10 times
tables.
We explored the concept of animal adaptation in our science session, looking at
how animals are adapted to their habitats, and especially at how birds’ beaks are

adapted to the kind of food birds eat. We undertook an experiment, aiming to
show that certain types of beak are best at eating certain types of food.
We enjoyed an art lesson based on the printing work of William Morris. The
children produced some lovely nature-themed designs, carved them onto
printing blocks, and then used them to print patterns.
In anticipation of Science Week next week, our Talk topic this week is: What do
scientists do? Please find time to talk with your child about this.
Ms. Read
Mrs. Tolentino year2teacher@telenet.be

French, Mlle Ilhan:
Reception & Year 1:
This week, Reception
prepared
delicious
omelettes and fried
egg sandwiches.
Then, we continued our project on the
construction of the city.
We also played with hoops that we
transformed as described in the song
“Donne-moi un cerceau” (car, motorbike, boat).
This psychomotricity game helped us discover how to name the
different means of transport.
We also discovered Byron Barton's book "My Bus" and learnt all about
the means of transport that we use to come to school.
Finally, we went over all the different activities that we had discovered over the past
few months to refresh our learning.
Year 2:
This week, we continued our project on the construction of the city; we have made an
inventory of what we meet in the neighborhood (house, apartment, grocery store,
restaurant, pharmacy, doctor, means of transport, etc.)
Then we played different role-playing games, with
scenarios and mimes (phone call,
visit to the doctor, emergency’s
service, etc.).

We also met Hipopohistoire, a hippopotamus who loves stories so
much that he swallows objects and asks children to use those
objects to tell him stories. The opportunity for us to try to build
sentences and use action verbs.
Finally, we discovered how to name the different means of
transport by participating in psychomotricity games in song.

Year 3:
This week, we talked about Belgium, its
organization and some of its monuments. Then,
we looked at interrogative pronouns and did
some exercises all together. After, we played
different role-playing games and mimes, in this
way we try to build sentences and use action
verbs in a funny context.

Year 4:
Dear Parents,
Wow, what an exciting week it has been with final rehearsals and
performing our Oak Department pantomime, Aladdin, in the theatre at
long last! Aladdin and all it entailed with rehearsals and final
preparations has taken up much of our time this week, but we have still
had lots of fun learning in class.
In Science this week we learned
about how sound travels by
making string telephones. We explored how the solid objects of the
cup and string help the sound particles to travel further than they
would in air because they are vibrating closer together. We noticed
that the sound was better also when the string was tight compared
to when it was loose.
In our Literacy lessons we continued with our spelling curriculum.
We explored common spelling mistakes in irregular/exception words in the year 4 range and how these
errors were related to unstressed syllables. We practiced using a dictionary to check spelling of commonly
misspelled words such as ‘business’. We also explored using a thesaurus to find opposite words e.g. cowardly
and brave, narrow-minded and open-minded. We also had a group reading session where we explored
emotions in our respective texts and whether we thought the events portrayed were true to life or not, and
why.

In Maths we found the perimeter of rectilinear shapes where all the sides were
marked, and then progressed to finding the perimeter when some sides were
not marked by using the information we had from the sides that were labelled.
We discussed how many millmetres are in a centimetre, how many centimetres
are in a metre and how many metres are in a kilometre. We then solved word
problems which involved converting lengths. We
explored place value in 4-digit numbers and used the
ladder method to multiply 3-digit numbers by 1-digit
numbers.
Next week also promises to be filled with fun as it is Science Week, we have some
really interesting experiments planned!
Kind Regards,
Camilla Rutayisire Year4teacher@telenet.be

French, Mme Halvorsen:
Year 4:

In French with Madame Halvorsen, we started the
week connecting our project L’ami génial to le
printemps et Pâques (spring and Easter) using
everything we can associate with this magical festive
season. We seized the occasion to revise the
adjectives, prepositions and practice the conjugation
of les verbes réguliers (préparer, écouter, chercher,
habiter, aimer,nager, chanter) and les verbes
irréguliers du 2ème groupe (finir, choisir etc.). We went on exploring the vocabulary we saw last week (les
légumes, le champs, ensemble, une tartine, le nid, le rouge-gorge, les abeilles,les moutons, les lapins, les
poules, les oeufs, les fleurs, les arbres, etc..) to make up phrases using these action verbs. We followed up
with a test and a dynamic fun quiz marathon divided in 6 teams to see who could come up with the most
expressions and phrases related to our topic.
Year 5:
In French with Madame Halvorsen, we had a wonderful time getting ready for our project ‘Voici Pâques,
mes amis et moi ’using everything we can associate with ‘le printemps’ (spring and Easter). That gave us the
opportunity to bring together everything we’ve learned up to now such as les verbes réguliers ( chercher,
préparer, écouter, habiter, aimer,nager, chanter) and looking at les verbes irréguliers du 2ème groupe
(finir, choisir..) We also focused on using
vocabulary, nouns, prepositions and adjectives
to describe la nature, les animaux, les légumes,
les fruits, la nourriture, les couleurs, les
vêtements et les sports. The best part was our
marathon quiz to use all these expressions in
brilliant and funny phrases using the relative
pronoun qui (that/who) as in Nous dansons
avec les oiseaux qui chantent sur les cerisiers.

Year 6:
In French with Madame Halvorsen, we carried on with our great summary presentations which have helped
us reinforcing the main compétences de la langue by paying close attention to la tournure de phrase and
la concordance des temps when presenting a story.
Then, we went on exploring la compétence de la compréhension orale by discussing the use and meaning
of different vocabulary and expressions we encountered in the story (Léo et la drôle de machine) and how
to watch out for close and false cognates which could be our allies but they could also be misleading such as
‘sensible’ (sensitive and not sensible), ‘rapporter’ (to bring back and not to report) , ‘traverser’ (to cross and
not to travel), we also saw the double meaning of ‘drôle’ which can mean ‘fun and funny’, but it can also
mean odd and strange. To conclude, we had a brilliant vocabulary and translation test where they were able
to express and show how far they have really come.

Music, Miss diFine:
Reception: This week we learned a song called ‘My Dragon’ from the song collection ‘Animals’ from Out of
the Ark. On the 21st of March we celebrated World Poetry Day, so we also listened to a song called ‘Can You
Think Of A Word?, trying to remember all the rhyming words which were in the song and thinking of some
more! We also played and danced with the scarves on the macro and micro beats on Mozart's Eine Kleine
Nachtmusik. You can listen to it here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZWKUszkbXU

Years 1 & 2:
This week we read and listened to the Carnival of the

Animals story book. We talked about the pitch and how
each animal in the story is represented by a particular
instrument that can play high or low notes. In the music,
the composer Camille Saint-Saens has chosen particular
instruments to represent the different animals. Listening
to the composition we tried to guess which instrument
was corresponding to an animal and if their pitch was high
or low. We also danced the body percussion song ‘ I Just Can’t Wait to Be Kind’ and continued to practice
the music scale singing the song ‘Do re mi fa sol la si’. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tte4DytLrsc

Information for the week
•

Please don’t forget that next week is the Easter holiday break. School finishes on Friday, 1st
April at the normal time, and opens again on Tuesday, 19th April. (Easter Monday is a Public
holiday)

•

Please remember to let us know if you think that you may be leaving at the end of the
Summer term (i.e: 29th June 2022). The 90-day deadline for written notice of departure is
Thursday, 31st March 2021. Please notify us before this date if your child will be leaving
BISB at the end of the academic year; this will ensure that your deposit can be refunded.

• If you need a receipt for reimbursements or have questions about financial matters, please
email Mr. Prescott at bisbbursar@telenet.be
•
On Tuesday, 29th March, the Year 1s and 2s will be visiting Tervuren
Park, as part of Science week. They will be travelling to and from the park by
coach and will spend the whole day doing scientific experiments as part of
their Science Passport.

Please make sure that children are wearing clean, smart PE uniform, comfortable, strong
shoes, and a warm coat. They will be spending the whole day at the park and will need an
easy to eat snack and lunch and a water bottle.
•

Please could you make sure that uniform items are clearly marked with your child’s
name? As the weather gets warmer, so the pile of unnamed jumpers and cardigans
at the end of the day grows ever greater … and they all look exactly the same!
Don’t forget also that names come off in the wash!

•

It is the middle of the year and we have noticed that many children are clearly
growing out of their uniforms, or are wearing uniforms that are torn or worn out.
Don’t forget that uniform items are available from School Office throughout the year
– please send Mrs. De Henin an email and she will make sure that the required item
is put into your child’s school bag, along with the invoice details.
Mr. Tranter is doing a valiant job trying to make sure that the librairies remain wellstocked and organised. However, it seems that some children are repeatedly
forgetting to return their reading or library books. Please could you take advantage of
the time over the holiday to search for (or ask the children to search for!) any
books that are lurking under beds or down the back of furniture?

Well done to everyone for a week of hard work, and a particular well done to the following:

Stars of the
Week
Nursery:
Jathin, for his great effort trying to thread the shoe string carefully through the tiny lace holes.
Tharunya, for waiting patiently for her turn in the sandpit.
Reception:
Masoomi, for her positive attitude and active play outside with her friends, super fun!
Vasu, for his good work with letter sounds and practising writing the letters in his name, well done!
Year 1:
Bhavin, for working hard at school and at home to learn to tell the time.
Nithya, for being honest, responsible and doing the right thing.
Year 2:
Rishmitha, for taking the initiative to tidy the playground.
Viswajit, for his innovation during the printing activity
Year 4:
Kyle for consistently super singing in our Aladdin rehearsals.
Noushin for great work with using times tables facts in maths and for acting her part so well in
Aladdin.

And finally, two fitting quotes to end a magical, inspirational week …

