
BISB Home School Letter: 16 September 2022 
 

  

     

EYFS Nursery 

Welcome to our first of many home school letter’s you will receive this academic year, which 
will give you a glimpse into what your children are getting up to throughout their time in the 
Pre-nursery and Nursery classroom.  

We are very much looking forward to getting to know your child and of course you over their 
time in Nursery. Teacher, parent relationships are one of the most important strands of school 
life, as we are all working towards the same goal, which is, making sure your little one gets the 
very best they can while they are with us. Our motto in nursery is: PLAY IS CHILDREN’S WORK! 
And we intend to work very hard at it! If you have had time to take a glance at the information 
you were given at the curriculum meeting, you will see just how varied the EYFS areas of 
development are and as discussed during the meeting, all children are unique, just as it should 
be, which means it is not a one size fits all but tailored for the needs and stage of development 
of your child. 

This term we have started with our first topic, ‘’All about me” which will cover a broad range 
of activities to discover who we are, who our friends and family are and what makes us special, 
different, the same etc. Last week we concentrated on looking at faces and our facial features, 
you will have already seen the end product in your child’s Home School Book (HSB), of how 
they saw themselves in the mirror. Please remember it is not the end product that is important, 
as you will have noticed it wasn’t an accurate likeness! The process leading up to doing the 
activity is what gives your child the biggest learning curve and the most fun! 

In the HSB this week you will find your little one’s handprints and a song to accompany them, 
you can sing this to the “Wheels on the Bus” tune. Our handprints and fingerprints are unique 
just like us! We also talked about all of the different things we can do with our hands, 
everything from picking up small object, to catching a ball and feeling a prickly Conker (this is 
the tree nut that Mrs Davies showed you at the door). We tried to just use one hand instead of 
two and this was quite tricky for us, which made us realize how fortunate we are to have both 
of our hands! This topic will continue throughout the term, so keep an eye out for the Nursery 
newsletters. 

Our talk topic is: Tell mummy and daddy what a Conker is and how it felt inside the shell and 
out. 

Have a great weekend. 

Alison Davies, Smita Bandaru   nurseryteacher@telenet.be 

 



Reception  

We’ve just finished two full weeks with your child and have really enjoyed getting to know them, as they 
have gotten to know each other. We have established our classroom routines, and are learning plenty!  

Our topic This Is Me, got started with songs and stories all about our feelings and how we are each special. 
We’ve drawn self-portraits and are learning the language of sharing.  We’ve also read a lovely story called 
The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas.  This book has been the basis for many of our discussions over the past 
two weeks, as well as the inspiration for an art project as well as some PE games.   

In literacy we learned the phonemes and the corresponding graphemes for s, a, t, p. We’ve also started our 
reading program with our first wordless books. The children are very excited about these books which are 
an important first step on their reading journey.  For some helpful strategies to get your child to tell you 
the story, please refer to the handout given on Curriculum Evening.   

In Maths we are counting aloud, counting sets of objects and  developing number sense, this includes 
chanting numbers up to 10 and beyond,  recognising numbers up to 10 , and matching sets of objects to 
numerals. We’ve also been learning to play collective math games, following instructions and taking turns. 

 Please enjoy these photos of the Reception children in action.  

 

      
 

 

 

 Our talk topic is: What does sharing look like? 

Have a lovely weekend.    

Mrs. van Wassenhove, Mrs. Cassidy and Mrs. Julaton  

receptionteacher@telenet.be 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KS1 Year 1    

Thanks again to those of you who managed to join our Zoom Curriculum Evening Meeting.  All of the 
relevant information has been sent via email for you to refer to throughout the year.  We spoke a lot about 
the importance of reading in Year 1 and have requested that you listen to your child read each night.  After 
you have done so, please date and sign the Reading Record.  Comment if you wish but it is not always 
necessary. Please help to establish routines early on by ensuring that your child brings their Reading Folder 
to school each day.  Thank you. 

In Literacy, we continued with the wonderful ‘The Invisible Boy’.  It was apparent this week that the 
children were increasingly using the rich language and vocabulary from the book – just one of the benefits 
of re-reading texts.  The children completed a sequencing activity which helped them to understand the 
order of events and then read and matched sentences to the picture.  They also wrote kind notes to each 
other, just like the little boy in the story.  Once the notes were written, they were ‘delivered’ by the 
authors.  A lovely way to develop friendships, a sense of belonging and writing for a purpose. 

During Maths, we have covered some really key concepts over the past few weeks: counting objects and 
matching numerals to the set; counting on and back from a given number and identifying a number 1 more 
(next number in count).  We have also been finding pairs of numbers that make 5, 6 and 10.  We have used 
a range of  manipulative equipment to help us with this. 

                                                                                      

For Science, we began our ‘Who Am I?’ unit.  We sang ‘Head and Shoulders’ and ‘Dem Bones’ to help us 
learn the names of the different body parts.   We also began our work on the five senses starting with 
smell.  The children went on a smell walk around school with Miss Navarro.  In the classroom, children had 
to match smells in covered pots. 

We began a unit on portraits in Art and, learned firstly, what a portrait was.  They were asked to draw a 
self-portrait without much teacher help at all and then they were asked to draw a second portrait after 
they had been taught how to position the features on the face.  The difference was marked. 

For Topic, we used Google Earth to look at our planet and notice that it is covered in land and water.  The 
children have been learning the names of the seven continents and have been singing a very catchy song 
to help them remember! 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Vasu : Thank you Vasu for settling into your new class so well.  We were all so happy to see you back here! 

Yug : Well done Yug for being such a good listener and always following instructions straight away. 

TALK TOPIC: What’s your favourite smell?  What’s your least favourite smell?  Why do we have a sense of 
smell? 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Miss Corrigan and Miss Navarro  year1teacher@telenet.be 

 



KS1 Year 2        

Our topic, Superheroes started with Superhero Training Day. 
The children were given missions throughout the day, starting 
with the design and creation of their own superhero costume 
(complete with cape, mask and power bracelets). They then 
tested their superhero strength with the ‘Wall Smash’ and 
‘Baddie Bowling’ challenges, their superhero speed with an obstacle course, super sight with a villain scavenger hunt 
and finally put their aiming and shooting skills into practice with water guns. You can view photos of this day by 
following this link https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjA7cEX 

Our first class text this term is Traction Man. Through analysing the text layout and language style of this book, the 
children have created their own comic-book stories, adding voiceover narration and speech bubbles. This week they 
learned how to make 2A sentences (two interesting adjectives with a comma in between) and have been applying 
speech punctuation (speech marks, exclamation marks and question marks) to their comic strips.  

In Maths we have been revising number bonds to ten, the ten times tables and doubles. We have been using our 
number bonds to help us to add and subtract one-digit numbers to/from two-digit numbers. The children are 
enjoying completing ‘Mild’, ‘Spicy’ and ‘Hot’ Maths challenges. Mrs. Tolentino and I have been very impressed with 
the determination of the children to push themselves to try some really difficult Maths problems.  

Our Science unit for the first half term is Healthy Me. We started the unit by discussing the importance of exercise 
for keeping our bodies and our minds healthy. The children completed a circuit of exercises and thought about the 
changes they felt. Finally, they were given the task of designing a warm-up routine to stretch every part of their 
body.  

We started our Topic lessons thinking about imaginary superheroes and villains and the children had fun inventing 
their own heroes and villains. Each week we will learn about a real-life superhero. This week we learned about the 
polar explorer, Roald Amundsen who explored Antarctica. The children used their map skills to locate the poles on a 
map and thought about the features of these cold environments. 

In Art, the children produced some excellent superhero self-portrait paintings. They also created their 
own superhero and villain wooden peg-dolls which they used to act out their comic strip stories. The 
class used iPads to film their comic story ideas, adding voiceover narration and character speech.  

During our Personal, Social and Emotional lessons, the children learned about Diamond Power - the 
ability to learn and solve problems for themselves. Being brave spellers, using ambitious new words, attempting 
difficult Maths challenges and showing independence in organising themselves and their own things as well as 
resolving minor conflicts with friends by listening to one another have been earning the class many diamonds this 

week.  

Our first Wacky Wednesday was a huge success – the children were  excited 
to participate in a carousel of activities with different teachers. This term the 
children will be Circuit Training with Miss Navarro, learning Football Skills with 
Mrs. Tolentino, coding on iPads with Miss Bird and perfecting their 
handwriting with Miss Corrigan.  

Next Thursday we will begin our swimming sessions. You should have received a letter in your child’s reading record 
folder which details which children will go to the pool this half term and which children will go next half term. Please 
also find the information about the clothing and equipment needed. If you have any questions about swimming, 
please email Miss Bird.  

Talk Topic: What can you do this week to use your Diamond Power?  

We wish you a very happy weekend.                  

Miss Bird and Mrs Tolentino  Year2teacher@telenet.be 



KS2 Year 3  

What a great start to the year  ! It was such a treat to 
see all the familiar beaming faces coming through the 
door in the Oak building with such enthusiasm on the first 
day of term, as well as to welcome the new members of 
our class, who have settled in really well and are 

beginning to discover the joys of life at BISB. It was also lovely to see all of your 
familiar faces again and to share news of the holidays. Welcome back to you all. 

 
These first two weeks have flown past and the 
children are beginning to find their feet in the new environment. It’s quite a 
shock for them to go from being the big ones in the Acorn Department to the 
very youngest in Oak, and to adapt to the faster rhythm and independence 
required both in and out of 
the classroom, but I’m 

impressed with their efforts so far and I’m sure everyone 
will be well and truly up to speed after another couple of 
weeks. There is no doubt that they are all enthusiastic, up 
for a challenge and ready to enjoy themselves – they’re a 
lively bunch with great ideas and a real desire to learn, so 
we’re in for a great year once they all manage to stop talking (very loudly) at the same time!! 

Work is well underway, with some promising performances in maths and 
some excellent, imaginative writing and discussion in literacy. We are working 
on a folk tale about a little girl planting trees with everyone making a huge 
effort to contribute to a collective story that I hope we will perform to another 
class in a few weeks. We are continuing with the new spelling scheme from 
last year – being word detectives and looking for patterns in words. This builds 

and extends useful vocabulary and helps children understand how words are 
constructed.  
We began our Science topic on ‘Animals including Humans’ with a look at skeletons, 
discovering the difference between endo, exo and hydrostatic skeletons. We also had 
a go at drawing around our own bodies and identifying various bones and body parts – 
with some interesting ideas about where they can be found! We tied this work in with 
our practical maths sessions and drew up tables of body measurements such as head 
circumference and hand spans – we’re now trying to work out if there are any 
connections between the different measurements.  

We also survived (and thoroughly enjoyed!) our very first Fun Fridays and the mega-quick 
marches to the park. Mr Stedman could just be seen in the distance, but we did a great 
job at keeping up and staying in line to avoid colliding with signposts or knocking over 
innocent pedestrians! We managed to find the lost shoes in the sandpit, came home in 
the right clothes, and kept up with the carousel of activities with different teachers in the 
park! Well done, Year 3s, you’ve had a brilliant two weeks   . (Please don’t forget to 
label your child’s clothes to make sure that we do come home in the right ones!). It was a 
pleasure to see all of you at the Curriculum evening, thank you for coming and don’t 

forget – please send me an email if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Talk Topic: Why is my skeleton so important and what happens if a bone 
breaks? 
Have a lovely weekend.  
Jane Still and Lynette Salim   year3teacher@telenet.be 



French with Ms Kowalska  

Reception 

We have been very busy these first two weeks of school. We have been learning how to greet someone 
(Bonjour! Salut! Bonsoir !), how to introduce ourselves and how to ask questions (Je m'appelle..., Je cinq 
ans, Comment tu t'appelles). We made puppets and performed using all the expressions we had learned in 
class. The children were very enthusiastic and each of them performed their mini show in French. Bravo 
Reception! We also learned to count to 12. 
 
Year 1 

To begin this new term, we have been learning lots of new words related to school. We focused on the 
names of objects that we will often use in our French classes.  During the craft session, the children could 
practice new vocabulary by asking in French for materials they needed for their creations. It was also an 
opportunity to review colours and expression the "Est-ce que je pourrais avoir... s'il vous plaît ?” 
We started to explore the topic of autumn, learning the names of seasonal fruits. We played with pictures, 
touched, smelled and tasted different fruits (the children discovered figs), and read autumn stories.  
We practised counting to 20 and revised colours. 
 
Year 2 & 3 

In Year 2 and 3, the notebooks have already started to fill up with new words and pictures in order to build 
up a small thematic dictionary. Our first topic was school. We learnt names of classroom objects, read 
stories about school, sang a song “Dans mon cartable" by Gérard Billon Tirard, played at cracking a secret 
code with new words. 
We also learned and revised prepositions: « sur, sous, à côté, dans, devant, derrière, entre, en-dessous de, 
près de, loin de » and did some listening exercices. 
 
 
Belgian History, Geography & Culture 
 
With the children of Year 3 and Year 4 we have learned how to create a map. 
We have been studying aerial photographs, learning how to use the caption and we made our own maps 
based on the aerial photos.  
 
In Year 5 & 6 we explored the timeline. The children are becoming familiar with the historical periods with 
their key dates and characteristics. We practised placing dates and events on the timeline and investigated 
the probability of different famous people meeting.  
 
 

                 

 
 



KS2 Year 4  
Wow, what a busy start to the school year we’ve had in Year 4! It’s been wonderful getting to know my 
new class and may I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to our new families who have joined 
BISB in September. We have enjoyed learning about our new topic, Giants, with extensive reading of Roald 
Dahl’s story, The BFG, ready for starting our ‘Write Stuff’ unit on dreams. The children have enjoyed 
exploring the BFG’s mixed up or ‘gobblefunked’ words and working out what he is trying to say. We have 
laughed at some of his amusing storytelling too! We have looked at some chapters in detail, looking for 
evidence of key events, exploring new vocabulary and discussing Roald Dahl’s choices regarding 
presentation of the text. We have also used the BFG for inspiration in our art lessons. The children created 
shadow art based on the events of the second chapter ‘The Snatch’ and worked in groups to create giant 
BFGs and small Sophies to decorate our classroom.  

In Maths we have explored pairs of numbers that make 100 using our knowledge of bonds to 10 and 100 to 
help us. We practised finding out what we have to take away to get to the previous multiple of 100 or add 
to get to the next multiple of 100. We revisited the fabulous frog method from Year 3, otherwise known as 
finding the difference by counting up from the smaller number to the larger number along a number line. 
We have explored mental methods for adding two or three 2-digit numbers together including partitioning, 
rounding to the nearest multiple of 10 and counting on from the largest number in 10s then 1s.  

In Science we’ve started our topic for the term on teeth and eating with finding out all about the digestive 
system. We have labeled the different parts and then in groups we made the digestive system by piecing it 
together like a large and very unusual jigsaw puzzle! We then moved on to discuss the functions of the 
different parts of the digestive system. In our Topic lessons we’ve started a new geography unit called ‘’all 
around the world” where we learned all about the Southern Hemisphere, Northern Hemisphere, North 
Pole, South Pole and the Equator. We then used atlases and iPads to find out some key facts about a 
Northern Hemisphere country and a Southern Hemisphere country of our choice.    

Stars of the week –  

Ovi for her thoughtful observation and careful reading of our class book, The BFG.        

Anish for careful spelling in our Write stuff spelling sessions.                                                                                            

                        

             

Talk topic: Describe the best dream you could possibly have, a phizz-wizard!  

Kind Regards,  

Camilla Rutayisire  Year4teacher@telenet.be         

       



Music with Miss Di Fine  

 

Reception:  What a great start of the year we had in Music! We 
enjoyed dancing and singing songs all about ourselves such as our 
body parts and all the actions we could do with it. We learned to 
sing a song called "Look what I can do" from the song collection 
"All about me". We had a lot of fun jumping, marching and 
clapping on micro and macro beats. We also used the wood sticks 
and waved the scarves on different rhythms and tempos.  

 

Years 1 & 2:    

                                         

 

 

We are so glad to be back at school and to be in our Music classes again! Our music topic for this first term 
is called "Here We Are". We are singing about different popular themes such as being back to school, 
friendship, growing etc.. The song we have been learning is called "How do we get to school?" from the 
Out of the Ark songs collection. We also performed with our percussion instruments, (drums and wood 
sticks) on different rhythms with the call and response technique, singing and playing on the "The Indian 
drummer" song and William Tell's Overture. We also talked about the sound in music and how it is created. 
Listening to our voices we discovered that the sound is produced from vibrations generated in our throats 
while we sing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 : 

This year we started our music classes with great excitement and curiosity learning more about the music 
world. We had an overview on the elements of music such as the pitch, melody, harmony, and rhythm. We 
also practiced sight notation and rhythmical patterns on our recorder learning and strengthened the 
techniques, the notes and different positions. We enjoyed singing two beautiful songs called "The Osprey" 
and "Tingalayo" working on how to get our voices well pitched and clear. 



KS2 Year 5  

 
We are back! And welcome back.  

It’s been a fantastic ‘rentreé’ so far in the classroom and the children will tell you that I’ve been very 
complimentary of them. I’ve been very impressed: top rate listening skills, participation and focus. They 
are a class which looks forward to 3:30 but they have been excellent and I’m really pleased with them.  

I also enjoyed meeting - literally - all of you at the Curriculum Meeting Evening; to see parents in the flesh 
(in front of me!) was a joyous moment after the past two dark years.  

We have hit the ground running and covered Place Value in the Number System, 
freshened up our adding and subtracting strategies and skills, embarked on a 
calculation investigation, already done a successful experiment, visited 
somewhere exotic, put ourselves to a physical test, made animals have dialogue 
and already made stuff break on purpose. Y5 is alive!  

Indeed, Noushin hit the nail on the head and said, “Start smart!” and we have 
most definitely started smart. She is still probably unaware of intellectual 
property rights but I have plagiarised her rally cry and chosen to adopt it as our 
new Y5 catchphrase. 

We are currently learning about properties of material (which led to 
seeing how much weight various bags can take before failing), 
Rudyard Kipling’s Jungle Book (which introduced us to speech rules), 
Mining (which made us research and discover what and how minerals 
are found underneath us) and using a Paint app on the iPad (which is 
proving, as ever, hugely popular!)  

Alongside all this, the children have won their first Golden Time, the 
class have been introduced to the crow sprints (whereby they are timed to race themselves to the top of 
the Oak outside stairwell) and we have had two super visits so far to the park on legendary Fantastic 
Fridays. We’re full steam ahead.  

Start smart!  

Talk Topic: Which are the most 
important solid, liquid and gas on the 
planet and why? 

And that was our week.  

Best wishes  

Tim Stedman   year5teacher@telenet.be 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6  

It has been wonderful to meet our year 6 class and start getting to know them over the past two weeks. 
I’m discovering that the talents are many and varied within the class but what has been universally 
impressive is the very positive attitude that the children bring to class each day with real determination to 
do their best and support each other. Mariia and Kirill joined the class and have settled in well making 
friends and a super start to the year - Ласкаво просимо в 6 рік і молодці ! (Welcome!) 

 Last week we planted acorns and hope that soon we will see the oak seedlings emerge - a symbol of our 
school motto to nurture over the year. There has been good discussion about how to encourage growth 
and even some ground coffee added to the soil. We have been classifying the seeds from a variety of local 
trees. Hopefully, the children can show you examples of larch, Scot’s pine, sycamore, beech, horse 
chestnut, sweet chestnut, English oak and scarlet oak on the family walk next week. Take a look at our 
classification keys and good team work below. 

Next week, we will be enriching our geography and art topics through a visit to The House of European 
History  looking at the impact of posters in the exhibition ‘When Walls Talk’. In art class we have been 
preparing for the visit by learning about typography - the style and appearance of printed words. Check out 
our use of attractive fonts and use of colour theory. We are preparing to create our own posters inspired 
by The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals – watch this space!  

Our Stars of the Week are: Mariia for making a brilliant effort in a new language each day and Diya for her 
wonderful support to our new class mates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talk Topic: What do you know about Carl 
Linnaeus? What do you know about making secure passwords? 

Elisabeth Bounds  year6teacher@telenet.be 



French with Mme Halvorsen  

Year 4: 
We’re focusing on “Vite C’est la Rentrée!”(It’s back to school!) where we’ll work with different topics for 
our project “je me présente” (I introduce myself). We explored so many fun adjectives to describe 
ourselves in a wacky way, using ‘Je suis’ and je ne suis pas ‘. We also chose our ‘métiers’ (jobs) and looked 
at the use of the prepositions ‘à, en, au’ with cities and countries when saying ‘J’habite (I live). We 
discussed different ways to ask for someone’s name- Comment tu t’appelles? Comment t’appelles-tu? or 
Quel est ton prénom? When greeting, we discussed the difference between Comment vas-tu? and 
comment ça va?  We sang fun songs and role-played. We also reviewed ‘les numéros’ from 1 to 50” and 
applied it t to play ‘the one answer game’: Quel âge as-tu? (how old are you?)   

Year 5: 
We’re working on “La Grande Rentrée” (back to school) starting with “je me présente”. A great activity 
that gives us the opportunity to introduce ourselves (while using expressions such as enchanté ,à demain/ 
bonne journée!). We’re using this project to create a sort of ‘biography’ of ourselves that includes age, 
dream activities, what we like, favourite ‘Matières Scolaires’ (school subjects) and talk about what makes 
certain ‘Matières’ so exciting such as ‘la physique- chimie’, or ‘l’histoire-géo’, les arts plastiques, the 
importance of l’EPS (Éducation Physique et Sportive) to be healthy and fit. We also ask each other: Why 
we like certain subjects and explain our opinions using ‘Parce que’ (because) which invites us to use 
expressions: c’est rigolo, ‘c’est drôle, c’est intéressant and to revise two important features- the use of the 
infinitive when it’s the second verb like ‘J’aime courir or j’aime voyager and how to include and modify la 
préposition ‘à, en , au’ with masculine and feminine nouns.  
 
Year 6: 
We celebrated ‘La Grande Rentrée’ while focusing on creating an oral and written portrait project ‘C’est 
Moi’ to encourage each one of us to take center stage, introduce oneself, converse, ask practical questions 
about our nationalities, ce que j’aime/ ce qui me fait rire/ pleurer (what makes me laugh/cry) the 
languages we speak and understand, talk about our birthdays, where we live. Tu es comment? (what are 
you like?) which is a great way to revise and learn new vocabulary, les adjectifs et les accords when 
describing a girl or a boy, geographical expressions, revise the use of the article défini  (le, l’), such as je 
suis né(e) le 9 juillet, je parle l’anglais et le français, j’habite le 10 rue Astérix au Sud de Bruxelles.. This 
project helps us to converse and connect with each other asking questions with Pourquoi? (why) Quand? 
(when?) Où (where) Comment? How? Etc.. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Year 6  
 
Year 4 
 
   Year 5 
 


